Pottsville Fire Department
Looking Back
May
Mike Glore

10 Years Ago
5/4/2004 - West End orders a new E-One 75’/2000 gpm /400 gwt quint at a cost of $566,000.
5/5/2004 – Box 511 – 20:02 – 323 N. 9th St.
As companies were in finishing-up the monthly Fire Relief/Fire Trustees meeting and
preparing for a County Convention Committee meeting at the Yorkville Hose Company, the
tones dropped and Box 511 began to bang-in at city firehouses for a fire directly across the
street from the Pottsville EMS headquarters building at 9th & Laurel Blvd. If I remember
correctly, one of the PAEMS employees/Yorkville members pulled the hook on Box 511 at 9th &
Laurel to transmit the alarm.
Companies arrived with flames and smoke showing from the 2nd floor of the 2-story
frame home. Lines were quickly placed in service and the main body of fire knocked-down.
The home no longer stands today.

West End’s 1992 E-One 75’ quint (soon to be sold to Minersville, PA) operates at 323 N. 9th St in 2004. I believe this is
a Zane Rist photo.

5/23/2004 – STILL – 19:24 – 11 River St, Cressona Borough; Good Intent (E11 (S72));
American Hose (E71), and West End (L51). Along with SHFD Stations 1 and 4. Fire believed to
have been the result of a propane explosion destroyed the apartment building that afternoon.
20 Years Ago
5/1/1994 – Box 63 – 22:12 – 125 W. Railroad St. Fire damaged a 2nd floor bedroom in the 2 ½
story home.

Companies operating at 145 W. Railroad St. in 1994.

25 Years Ago
5/27/1989 – Box 34 – 17:50 – 416 Boone St; 1 ½ story private dwelling damaged: One of
those fires that might otherwise be lost to history but for a good story…
As companies were clearing from Box 18 (543 E. Market St at 17:38 for a kitchen fire
(see also 5/3/1969!)), Box 34 was transmitted for a structure fire on Boone Street. Humane
Engine 32 (1964 Seagrave 200 gpm hose & booster truck – see 50 Years Ago) arrived first-due
with Engineer Jack Snyder driving. Heavy smoke was pushing from the small, 1 ½ story
private dwelling. My cousin, Jeff Fehr, and I had arrived on scene almost immediately while
passing through town after having left the E. Market St call. We stretched a 1 ½” handline off
Humane’s Seagrave “Shorty.” The only issue was that we had no SCBA…not the wisest move!
Jeff forced the door as I called for water. We stretched into the front door and quickly realized
that we had a basement fire. We made it to the interior basement door when the heated smoke
really began to chop us down! Jeff tried to do a quick search as I took a shot at fire extending
at the top of the basement stairwell to both knock-down the fire and attempt to get some air
entrained by the nozzle stream. Even with our faces inches from the floor, it just wasn’t
happening. A quick couple of slaps on my boot by Jeff meant, “Let’s go.” Crawling face on the
floor, I slapped Jeff’s boot with, “I’m right behind you.” We both exited, hacking almost
uncontrollably and giving each other a, “What were we thinking?” glance. SCBA-equipped
firefighters arrived and Good Intent E11 firefighters stretched a 1 ½” line via the rear basement
entrance and knocked-down the main body of fire in the basement. The roof was also opened.
Fire damaged the basement and first floor kitchen area with heavy smoke throughout. This
relatively small home still stands today. Asst. Chief Ed Slane (Greenwood Hill) had command.

A view of the interior of the home on Boone St in 1989 looking from the kitchen toward the front door through which
we entered. The doorway to the basement is on the right. That relatively short distance to the front door sure seemed
a lot further 25 years ago!

Firefighters opening the roof on Boone St in 1989. L to R: J. Mills, P. Katchur, J. Fehr and M. Glore (after regaining
our composure…and procuring SCBA!). Frank Wesnoski photo.

30 Years Ago
5/5/1984 – Box 216 – 21:26 – 375 S. Centre St; Owner: J. Kapsha; Cause: Coal furnace
boiler exploded; Loss: $20,000.
Tommy Powell, a downtown “regular” who visited the Good Intent often, was in his
second floor apartment in the building watching a Johnny Ringo western on television when he
was rocked out of his chair by an explosion, the force of which sent glass and debris flying
across South Centre St. Glass shattered at the Scranton Electric Company and the Discount
Mattress store at 370 S. Centre St. Powell, who was the only occupant in the building at the
time, was uninjured. The box was transmitted for the blast. A small fire as a result of a
broken gas line was quickly extinguished. Firefighters secured utilities, provided hazard
control, and searched the building and area to insure there were no victims.

A view of the aftermath of the explosion at 375 S Centre St in 1984.

A view across the street from 375 S Centre St as occupants clean-up glass from the showroom window. Tommy Powell,
occupant of 375 S Centre, is far right facing camera. Good Intent firefighters Dean Meyers (extreme left) and Marvin
Davis (green shirt – right) take-up rope used to secure the scene. Good Intent firefighter Ed “Butch” Scheetz talks with
Fire Chief Todd March (center left).

5/9/1984 – Box 51 – 19:05 – 216 N. Centre St; Kitchen fire in 2nd floor apartment; Occupant:
M. Webb; Cause: Unattended cooking; Loss: $1,000.
One of the occupants of the apartment, Dianne Webb, fell asleep while cooking. The
stovetop fire extended to the cabinetry in the kitchen. Using dry chemical extinguishers, the
occupants of the building knocked-down most of the fire. Companies arrived with heavy
smoke in the building. The fire was placed under control in 5 minutes, with units on scene for
some time ventilating the building. Mrs. Webb was admitted to Pottsville Hospital for smoke
inhalation.
Shortly before this fire, at 18:03, Good Intent (E11) and Greenwood Hill (E81)
extinguished a car fire in the Bus Terminal lot at 200 E. Norwegian St.
5/27/1984 – Box 51 – 17:50 – 515 N. Centre St; 2nd floor apartment; Cause: Careless
smoking; Loss: $500.
7 Years Later: 05/03/1992 – Box 61 – 02:08 – 515-517 N. Centre St; this fire gutted
the building.
35 Years Ago
5/18/1979 – Box 57 – 13:20 – 301-303 Fairview St; Apartment buildings; Cause: Careless
smoking; Loss: $20,000.
The occupants of one of approximately six apartments in the multiple dwelling, Mr. and
Mrs. Kenneth Zweizig, had to visit the Good Samaritan Hospital so that Mrs. Zweizig could
receive treatment for a minor injury after falling in their apartment. They left their 7-month old
son with a neighbor. Shortly after the left, a fire erupted in the bedroom of their apartment.
Neighbors soon smelled smoke and began to evacuate the building. They also summoned the
fire department. Companies arrived with heavy smoke showing. The fire gutted the Zweizig
apartment and caused heat, smoke, and water damage throughout. The fire was placed under
control in half an hour with companies on scene for several hours with overhaul. Asst. Chief
Robert “Ace” Dusel (Good Will) had command. The building no longer stands at 3 rd & Fairview.

Firefighters work over West End’s aerial ladder at 3rd & Fairview Sts in 1979. Good Intent E11 Foreman Mike Uranko
at right (father of Washington DC career firefighter Mick Uranko).

PREH photo of Asst. Chief Bob “Ace” Dusel looking over the area of origin of the fire at 3 rd & Fairview Sts in 1979.

45 Years Ago
5/3/1969 – Box 18 – 08:45 – 543 E. Market St; Occupant: Clarence Bausman; Cause:
Unknown; Loss: $450.

5/5/1969 – Box 45 – 11:10 – 220 N. 10th St; Occupant: Joan Vidal; Cause: Cigarette; Loss:
Unknown. The fire was confined to the front bedroom of the 2 ½ story frame middle-of-the row
dwelling.
5/6/1969 – Box 54 – 20:43 – Rear 722 W. Race St; Dom Caravan out-building; Cause:
Unknown; Loss: Unknown.
5/13/1969 – Box 17 – 02:43 – 325-327 E. Arch St; Occupant: Roland Yaissle; Porch on fire;
Cause: Unknown (suspicious); Loss: Unknown.
5/31/1969 – STILL – 02:42 – Call for help at Hillside; Good Intent pavilion on fire; Chief sent
American Hose, West End, Good Intent, and Good Will, and Greenwood Hill. Pottsville City
Hall received a request from North Manheim Township officials reporting the fire at the Good
Intent picnic grove and requesting assistance. Companies arrived with the pavilion, better
known as the “shack,” heavily involved in fire. Booster lines were used and water was pumped
from a nearby swimming pool. The shack was destroyed and replaced with the pavilion that
stands today. PP&L secured power to the property. Interestingly, the Memorial Day holiday
that year was Friday, May 30, at which time a picnic was held at the “grove.” The fire occurred
early the following morning.
50 Years Ago
May, 1964 - Humane receives a Segrave “Shorty” model 531-B Hose & Booster truck #P-4065.
200 gpm/400 gwt. The “Shorty” design was offered by Seagrave from 1958-1964 and featured
a rig that was both shorter (obviously!) and also somewhat narrower (using a reduced GVW and
narrower rear axle) than the standard pumper. It was designed to compete with cab forward
fire apparatus in terms of maneuverability in the “bumper to wall” turning radius
measurement. In June, 1989, the rig was sold to the Harley Davidson Motorcycle’s York plant
for facility fire protection. It is currently privately owned. This rig replaced the company’s
iconic 1929 Buffalo hose & booster truck, which served as Humane’s “first-out” piece for 35
years! The ’64 Seagrave served as the “wagon” and the company’s ’53 Seagrave 1000 gpm
pumper served as the “engine” in the 2-piece engine company concept.

Humane’s 1964 Seagrave “Shorty” hose & booster truck.

55 Years Ago
5/7/1959 – Box 25 – 12:01 – Centre & Mauch Chunk Sts; Homan Gas Station; Cause:
Gasoline exploded in sump pit, pump motor caused arc which ignited fumes; Loss: $350.
While a 1957 4-door sedan was being lubricated, a fire erupted in the sump pit in the
Esso Service Center. Two workers, Ed Drummer (25) and James Sullivan (16) were burned in
the flash fire, but they escaped from the building. They were admitted to the Pottsville Hospital
in serious condition. Companies arrived to find heavy smoke showing from the garage with
active fire in the sump pit. The fire was quickly extinguished and the auto – heavily damaged –
pushed from the building. Fire damage was largely confined to the lubrication department
with smoke throughout. This service station stood where the Hope Tower (Moose Bldg) parking
lot is today.
5/23/1959 - 2 men were arrested by city police and charged with stealing the car of Fire Chief
Andrew Hoke. They were arrested by patrolmen Al Dusel, Harold Butts, Sgt. Paul Francis, and
Walter Rescorla and then committed to prison by Alderman William J. Purcell without bail.
Courtesy of Bob “Ace” Dusel (Good Will) archives.
60 Years Ago
5/7/1954 – Box 76 – 16:08 – 2100 W. Market St; Pope Motor Company; Cause; Bad motor on
lift set old oil on fire; Loss: $100.
5/30/1954 – STILL – 07:15 – 901 Fairview St; Occupant: Al Troutman; Cause: Fire started in
bedroom on 2nd floor (cigarette); Loss: $4,950. Companies arrived with heavy fire from the 2nd
floor of the 2-story stand-alone dwelling. The 2nd floor was gutted with smoke and water
damage throughout. This home still stands today on the southwest corner of 9 th & Fairview
Sts.

PREH microfilm copy of smoke pouring from the 2nd floor on Fairview St in 1954. In the center of the photo is West
End’s 1937 Ahrens-Fox 500 gpm “Emergency Car,” in front of which is Humane’s 1929 Buffalo hose & booster truck.

65 Years Ago
5/29/1949 – Box 41 – 16:12 – 12th & Russell Sts; Reading Railway Company; Cause:
Unknown, old building in rear of Lehigh Valley depot; Loss: $500.
70 Years Ago
5/18/1944 – STILL – 15:32 – 13-15 York Farm patch; Occupant: Mrs. Julie Ices; Cause: Bad
chimney set fire to partition wall; Loss: $100.
75 Years Ago
5/10/1939 – STILL – Assistance to Orwigsburg; Chief sent Humane.
That afternoon, Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Bair were working in the backyard of their
home, located on N. Liberty St, just off West Mifflin. Mrs. Bair was hanging wash when she
noticed smoke coming from a frame shanty to the rear of the home. As Mr. Bair opened the
shanty door, he was greeted by a burst of flames. Soon, the shanty was fully involved in fire,
which was seriously exposing the Bair home. The alarm was sounded. Orwigsburg Fire Chief

John Musig arrived with the Friendship Fire Company’s two pieces of apparatus. Fire had
extended to the Bair home, which was now well-involved. With fire threatening other frame
homes in the vicinity, Chief Musig called for mutual aid. Responding to his request were the
Rainbow of Schuylkill Haven, the Humane of Pottsville, and New Ringgold. Fire spread rapidly
and was soon involving two frame homes to the north of the Bair property, owned by William
Rutter and Arthur Lengel, and two frame homes to the south of the Bair property, owned by
James Hartnett and William Edwards. With additional companies having arrived, firefighters
soon had 7 – 2 ½” handlines in operation. They brick exterior of the Himmelreich home to the
north – along with the firefighting hose streams – prevented the fire from extending further.
The stand at the Himmelreich home was crucial as that was the standing between the fire and
the Leininger Knitting Mill on the corner of N. Liberty and Tamanny Sts. In all, 5 homes were
destroyed or damaged to some degree. This was the fourth serious fire on Liberty St in the
previous decade. The Brown Shoe Company, the fatal Orwigsburg Hardware fire, and the
Salem Evangelical Church, were all located on Liberty Street (either north or south).
5/30/1939 – Box 61 – 21:19 – 552 N. Centre St; Gallo Estate garage and auto; Cause: Fire
started in motor of auto; Loss: $300.
80 Years Ago
5/1/1934 – STILL – 15:35 – Glenworth near Hillside; Occupant: William Daubert; Chief, Good
Intent, and American Hose responded.
On that very windy afternoon, a fire erupted at the William Daubert home. A passerby
reported the fire to the proprietors of the nearby Stoyer Hotel, who promptly called City Hall.
When Chief Smith arrived with the companies, the Daubert home was fully involved in fire.
Fire was extending to nearby brush and seriously exposing the Elmer Dieter home nearby.
Booster lines were used to prevent the fire from extending further, but with no water supply
close, this was about all that the companies could do. The Daubert home burned to the
ground.
5/7/1934 – STILL – 15:15 – Branchdale Fire Chief asked for help; Brush fire caused 10 homes
to burn down; Chief sent West End, Yorkville, and Humane.
During a very dry and windy start to May that year, a brush fire erupted near Buck
Run. Fanned by the gusty winds, it quickly gathered steam and swept in a fan-like,
southeasterly direction and began to encircle the village of Branchdale. Soon, homes in the
School Row area of Branchdale began to catch fire. The Branchdale and Minersville fire
companies took-up positions in an attempt to protect homes in that area. In addition,
outbuildings of the Otto Colliery began to burn. Llewellyn and Tremont fire companies worked
to prevent the Colliery from being destroyed. As the situation became desperate and flames
threatened to extend into the village proper, a call was placed to Pottsville City Hall and
directed to Director of Public Safety (and former Fire Chief) William Sevenson. He summoned
Fire Chief Smith, who promptly dispatched West End and Yorkville to the scene.
West End and Yorkville arrived as fire was extending to the section of the village known
as Company Hill. Realizing that a positive water supply was needed, the initiated a relay from
the creek in the village to the fire area. West End’s 1928 Ahrens-Fox dropped the hard sleeves
in the creek and supplied Yorkville’s White triple-combination pumper through 1100’ of 2 ½”

hose. Seeing the extent and potential of the fire, Pottsville also dispatched the Humane Fire
Company with its 1929 Buffalo hose & booster truck.
A slight wind shift caused the fire to begin to drive toward Newtown. A number of
trucks arrived carrying forestry men as well as coal company employees, who were released for
firefighting duties, arrived and, along with fire apparatus, prepared to make a stand at
Newtown. Darkness fell as embers began to fall on the St. Mary Star of the Sea church in
Branchale. As the wind again shifted, this danger passed as another grew. Fire, with renewed
strength, began to spread toward Forestville and threatened several double-block, frame homes
as well as the Forestville schoolhouse. Fire apparatus was rushed to this area and prevented
the fire from destroyed properties in the area.
A final wind shift worked in favor of the firefighting forces. This time, the wind shifted
the flames toward the area that had already been consumed by the flames (aka the “black”).
By 21:00 hrs, the fire was placed under control. Pottsville companies began to leave the scene
at 21:30. A total of 10 homes were completely destroyed by the flames.
85 Years Ago
5/5/1929 – Box 42 – 15:45 – 702 W. Market St; Occupant: Shirt factory and home of J.
Auerbach; Cause: Electric iron; Loss: $4,395.
Mr. Auerbach operated shirt factories in St. Clair and Tamaqua. He also began
operating a factory from his home at 702 W. Market St in Pottsville. He and his family were in
Tamaqua that Sunday afternoon when, it was believed, an ironing board collapsed and an iron
– which had not been disconnected – set fire to stock. There was considerable smoke damage
to the home and the material. This building still stands today.
5/19/1929 – Box 51 – 01:45 – 2nd & Sanderson Sts; Owner: Mike Dunn – 12 family apartment
house; Cause: Unknown; Loss: $23,000.
Companies arrived with heavy smoke showing from the large apartment house. This
was one of many fires in the stretch known as, “Dunn’s Flats.” Pottsville Police arrived on
scene and confirmed that everyone was out of the building. As lines were placed in service, the
fire gained considerable headway and soon fire was showing out many of the windows.
Pumpers operated from hydrants and supplied numerous 2 1/2'” handlines. With streams
driving into the upper floors, fire soon began to break-through the roof of the building.
Firefighters were successful in preventing the fire from extending to a similar building to the
north (B side) and a 3-story frame apartment building to the south (D side). Around 03:00,
Trinity Lutheran Church at 3rd & W. Arch Sts was opened to receive many of the 15 families
displaced by the fire. Fire Chief Stevenson had command.

5/25/1929 – STILL – 21:00 – Assistance to Minersville – Chief sent Yorkville, American Hose,
and Humane.
Around 19:00 hours, the night watchman of the H.D. Bobb shirt factory, located on the
northwest corner of Lewis St. and N. Delaware Ave. He checked the first through the third
floors of the building and all appeared normal. As he was preparing to make his rounds again

at 19:45, he heard what he thought was a dull explosion. Climbing to the 2 nd floor, he found
smoke filling the building. He ran to corner fire alarm box to transmit the alarm. The
Minersville Fire Department arrived with fire in the north side of the building. They had the
main body of fire knocked-down relatively quickly when a supply line failed. The fire quickly
gained headway. As flames spread to surrounding properties, a call for help was placed to the
Pottsville Fire Department. With the fire at its height, several buildings were now involved.
Firefighters positioned 2 ½” handlines to cut-off the fire and prevent it from spreading to
surrounding blocks. The fire was placed under control in 3 hours, but the damaged was
extensive – initial estimates totaled $700,000 to all the properties and the stock. One
firefighter from the Mountaineer Hose Company, Minersville, suffered an eye injury. The
imposing 5-story factory building that stands on the site today occupies the footprint of the
fire.
90 Years Ago
5/5/1924 – Box 511 – 15:15 – 1020 W. Race St; Occupant: H.J. Williams; Cause: Lamp
exploded; Loss: $250.
95 Years Ago
5/10/1919 – Box 44 – 08:55 – 1316 Mahantongo St; Occupant: Wm. Quinlin; Cause:
Overheated stove; Loss: $3,050.
5/28/1919 – Box 63 – 11:58 – W. Railroad St; Eastern Steel Company; Cause; Oil explosion;
Loss: $2,000.
130 Years Ago
5/18/1884 – Fire at Mount Carbon; Roadside; Three houses were burned.
175 Years Ago
5/15/1839 – Fire broke-out in one of the houses belonging to the Greenwood property,
opposite Mr. Lyamn’s furnace, on the canal.

