Pottsville Fire Department
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Mike Glore

25 Years Ago
12/28/1988 – Box 14 – 21:45 – Progress & E Market, Davis Hotel. Fire originating on
the first floor of the then-vacant 3-story hotel/rooming house was confined to the area
of origin. As the fire was located at the base of an interior shaft, it created an ominous
smoke condition from the roof on the approach.

Overhauling the area of the shaft below which the fire had originated. The firefighter with the
yellow bunker coat hooking the pressed tin ceiling is a much younger Mike Glore! Asst. Chief Bill
Dewald is to the left with the white helmet.

30 Years Ago
12/1/1983 – STILL – 18:38 – Assistance to Norwegian Township; Vacant house on
East Mines Road (Ann St); Chief sent Good Intent, Good Will, and Humane.
12/27/1983 – STILL – 16:13 – 325 W. Race St; Occupant: H. Lewis; Cause: Gas
explosion in kitchen; Loss: $8,000.
35 Years Ago

12/19/1978 – Box 82 – 20:00 – 41 Crestview Drive; Occupant: Rudy Gerghel; Cause:
Child playing with matches; Loss: $1,250.
12/22/1978 – STILL – 10:43 – Assistance to Norwegian Township – N. Centre Street,
north of the City; House trailer on fire; Chief sent Good Intent, Good Will, Humane,
behind the Oheb Zedeck Cemetery on Peach Mountain. Asst. Chief Earl Blum (West
End) had command. Seltzer Hose Company was also on scene.
12/29/1978 – STILL – 01:20 – Assistance to East Norwegian Township (Mill Creek);
Longo’s Motel on Route 61; Chief sent Good Intent, Good Will, Humane, and West
End. Fire gutted the maintenance building to the rear of the complex. This contained
the laundry, repair, storage, and the boiler room. The fire was placed under control in
1 ½ hours. The Mill Creek Hose Company and the St. Clair Fire Department were also
on scene. Mill Creek Chief Don Friday had command.

Companies operating at Longo’s Motel in 1978. Shown backed-in to the building is West End’s
1977 Seagrave 100’ quint and a rare shot of Rescue H & L of St. Clair’s 1958 GMC/Pirsch 55’
aerial ladder operating in the background.

40 Years Ago
12/4/1973 – Box 64 – 09:10 – Prospect & Water Sts; Pottsville Storage and Transfer
Co; Cause: Unknown; Loss: $24,000. Fire erupted in furnishings stored on the 2nd
floor of the 3-story building. This created a tremendous smoke and heat condition.
The fire was placed under control at 10:45 by Fire Chief Andy Hoke. Both Pottsville
Lions Ambulances as well as an ambulance from St. Clair stood-by on scene. This
building was also involved in a spectacular prohibition-era fire on October 11, 1930.

12/22/1973 – Box 38 – 20:08 – Hillside Road; Occupant: Lester Lynch; Cause:
Defective rain gutter defroster; Loss: $11,000. The fire was reported by a neighbor
who discovered smoke pouring from the Lynch home, across from Calvary Cemetery.
Fire caused extensive damage to the bedroom walls and ceilings. Companies were in
service for 1 ½ hours.
12/28/1973 – Box 511 – 20:18 – 419-421-423 N. 9th St; Cause: Electrical failure;
Loss: $6,400; Occupants and losses:
419 – Helen Herndon
421 – Ken Rick
423 – Rachel Kline
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Ms. Herndon was the first to discover smoke in her home and quickly called
City Hall. A fire had erupted in the 2nd floor front bedroom of the Kline home two
doors away in the row of frame 2 ½ story dwellings. Companies arrived with fire
showing from the Kline home, which extended into the attic of the Rick home next
door. The fire was placed under control at 21:20. In all, 12 children and 3 adults
were displaced by the fire.
An interesting story with this one… Access and addressing of these homes was
odd. My dad told this story of West End’s response: West End's 1960 Seagrave quint
wheeled east on Laurel Blvd. and swung a left into the 400 block of N. 9th St, only to
find that portion of the 400 block ended at Burd Alley (or Burd St. per the maps).
They could see the fire across Mt. Hope Avenue, but it was a case of, “you can’t get
there from here!” The portion of the 400 block in which the fire was burning was
accessed off Fairview St. Where these homes were located would be roughly what
you’d figure as the 600 block. That wasn’t the case, however. It was about as ugly a
row of frame dwellings as you'll find and it was kind-of hidden. This was affectionately
known as “Bedbug Row.”

A view of the homes on N 9th St involved in the 1973 fire just before they were
demolished. Photo courtesy of Fire Chief Todd March.

An aerial shot depicting how the 400 Block of N 9 th St was “broken” off Laurel Blvd and
then offset. The row of homes involved in the fire can be seen in at the “dead end” of N. 9 th St off
Fairview St in the center-left of the photo.

45 Years Ago
12/22/1968 – STILL then Box 515 – 19:50 – Schuylkill County Prison; Cause:
Prisoner set cell on fire; Loss: Unknown.
12/26/1968 – Box 63 – 15:30 – 241 Wallace Street; Occupant: Robert Doyle; Cause:
Overheated furnace; Loss: $946.

Smoke pours from the attic of the 2 ½ story frame duplex on Wallace Street as firefighters access
the roof of the building. I believe the Yorkville firefighter taking a booster line over the roof ladder
is (now Fire Chief) Todd March. Phoenix’s 1959 American LaFrance 100’ tractor-drawn aerial
ladder (left) and Good Intent’s 1958 Oren 750 gpm pumper (right) are shown.

50 Years Ago
December, 1963 – West End placed in service a 1963 Seagrave K Model 750 gpm/500
gwt pumper. In tandem with the company’s 1960 Seagrave 750 gpm/65’ quint, this
duo provided state-of-the-art firefighting capabilities for the time. It was also the first
pumper in the City equipped with a front suction as we know it today (i.e. excluding
the front-mount piston pumpers!) While the pumper was originally delivered in red, it
was repainted circa 1981 to lime-yellow to match West End’s 1977 Seagrave 100’
quint. It was later donated (circa 1996) to the Schuylkill County Fire School. 5-10
years later, it was acquired by Jim Krammes of the now-defunct Krammes Kustom
Body where a “refurbishment” of sorts was undertaken. Sadly, the project was never

completed and the once-proud Seagrave was left to deteriorate in a bastardized,
stripped-down state. It somewhat mercifully met its fate with the crusher a couple of
years ago. The rig replaced the company’s iconic 1937 Ahrens-Fox 500gpm
“Emergency Car” sedan-style pumper.

West End’s ’63 Seagrave “K” pumper at a parade in Landingville in 1976.

An interesting topside view of West End’s pumper in 1988. The pumper was repainted limeyellow/white circa 1981.

It breaks my heart to post this, but… (photo courtesy Asst. Chief Mike Messner)

12/14/1963 – STILL – 10:15 – School at Llewellyn; Chief sent American Hose and
West End; In-service 4 hours. See Part II
60 Years Ago
12/5/1953 – Box 18 – 07:16 – 109-113-115 N. Centre St; Cause: Unknown, fire
started on 2nd floor in card room; Loss: $14,150; Occupants and losses:
Thomas Samolis
Tally Jenkins Pool Hall
Dr. Ryan Office
Rose Reilly Dressmaker
Crimson Club
Standard Dental Lab

$9000.00
2500.00
200.00
50.00
150.00
50.00

115 – Palmer Store

750.00

109 – Boston Store

1450.00

This was the second serious downtown fire in a week (the Melody Bar fire was
11/28/1953). While on routine patrol, Pottsville Police Lt. Joseph Wollyung and
Patrolman John Becker discovered smoke pouring from the building and pulled the
hook on Box 18. Companies arrived to find heavy fire in the 2nd floor rear, extending
to the third floor. Companies stretched multiple lines via the interior stairs and over
ladders to knock-down two rooms of fire on the second floor. While the fire was placed
under control in 1 hour, crews were on scene for an extended period with overhaul.
There was heavy smoke damage to the two adjoining buildings as well. The two rooms

that were gutted were unoccupied at the time of the fire. Asst. Chief Harry Rehman
(Humane) had command. Mr. Samolis operated the Federal Lunch on the first floor of
the building. In the photo, smoke continues to pour from the Crimson Club on the 3 rd
floor. These buildings no longer exist, but would have been next to the Wells Fargo
Bank. See also 1933…

PREH reprint from microfilm of smoke showing from the top floor of 113-115 N. Centre St in 1953.

12/17/1953 – STILL – 20:40 – 830 W. Race St (rear); Occupant: Mr. Tulon; Cause:
Paper and wood cartons too near stove ignited; Loss: $1100. Leon Tulon operated a
produce distribution business from the block garage on the southeast corner of N. 9th
& Mine Sts – to the rear of the address noted. Fire heavily damaged the stock in the
building. This garage still stands today fronting Mine St.

12/22/1953 – Box 33 – 07:53 – 1310 Mahantongo St; Occupant: Steve Homa, M.
Carroll in Apartment; Cause: Fire started in boiler room and went up partitions and
stairway to 3rd floor; Loss: $21,000. The Homa family was asleep on the second floor
when they awoke to the odor of smoke. They opened the interior door to find heat and
smoke driving up the interior stairwell. They fled via the rear of the home, alerting Ms.
Carroll to the fire as well. The fire was placed under control in 1 hour. The interior of
the home was heavily damaged, but still stands today.

PREH reprint from microfilm of the fire at 1310 Mahantongo Street in 1953.

65 Years Ago
12/21/1948 – Box 54 – 09:25 – 510 Mine St; Occupant: Willard Miller; Cause: Wood
around chimney ignited and fire burned through partitions; Loss: $1,400. Mrs. Miller
phoned City Hall when she had seen smoke in the interior of her home near the
chimney line. She thought there was a problem with her chimney. There was. Fire
Chief Smith arrived to find fire rapidly spreading through the interior walls. He
quickly had the box transmitted from 7th & W. Race. The second floor of the home was

largely gutted but the fire, which was placed under control in 1 hour. This home still
stands on Mine St today.
12/28/1948 – Box 614 – 17:16 – 346 North St; Occupant: Frank Curnow; Cause:
Unknown, fire burned-out front bedroom; 3-week old child overcome by smoke, used
resuscitation and child came around ok and sent to hospital; Loss: $500.
Mrs. Curnow was about to sit-down with her family for dinner when she
detected the odor of smoke. Her husband was still at work and her 3-week old
daughter was asleep on the 2nd floor in the middle bedroom of the 2-story, frame, endof-the-row dwelling. As she reached the top of the interior stairs, she was immediately
met by heat and smoke. Unable to reach the middle bedroom, she screamed to the
oldest of the family’s 7 children, Barton, to run to the neighbor’s home to get help.
The neighbor phoned City Hall and the Good Will and Fire Chief Smith were sent on
the still alarm at 17:10 hours. As Good Will rounded the corner at Walnut and North
Streets with their white 1933 Indiana/Pirsch 500 gpm pumper, they were met with fire
showing from the 2nd floor front bedroom of the 2-story, end-of-the-row home. Fire
Chief George Smith transmitted the Box at 17:16. Firefighters were immediately
informed that all family members had escaped the home with the exception of
newborn Joan Anne. Working quickly, firefighters placed the wooden ground ladder
from the pumper to the window on the B side of the 2nd floor. Firefighter Al Dusel before acronym VEIS (Vent, Enter, Isolate, Search) was coined - broke the window
glass and climbed into smoke-filled bedroom. He located young Joan Anne
unconscious in her crib and removed her via the ladder to other firefighters. The child
was taken to the home of Christopher Leffler across the street, where Phoenix
firefighters, under the direction of Foreman E. Harper Price (yes, same pronunciation,
but a different spelling to that of current Captain Jim Pryce!), began resuscitation
efforts with the company’s inhalator. After a short period, the child regained
consciousness and was quickly removed to the Good Samaritan Hospital. The front
bedroom on the 2nd floor was gutted, with the rest of the home suffering heat, smoke,
and water damage. Fortunately, as it sounds, the door to the child’s 2nd floor bedroom
was closed when the fire erupted. The fire was believed to have originated in a closet
in the front bedroom. This home still stands on North Street today, but of course
remodeled and with a garage attached on the B side. Outstanding work by Al Dusel of
the Good Will - Robert “Ace” Dusel’s father – and the rest of the Good Will and Phoenix
crews that evening!
12/30/1948 – Box 33 – 14:32 – 506 Minersville St; Occupant: Julius Rivers; Cause:
Unknown; Loss: $500. The fire was believed to have erupted near the coal stove on
the 1st floor that was used by the Harlem Shoe Shop for heating. The fire spread via
the balloon frame walls to the upper floors of the 3-story, frame building. The fire was
placed under control in ½ an hour.
As a summary for 1948, fire loss for the year totaled $45,464. The largest loss
fire that year was at the Marks Produce Company, located on the northeast corner of

N. 3rd & W Arch Sts, in January. There were 119 fire calls for the year, of which 17
were box alarms and 97 were still alarms. There were 2 false alarms, 1 out-of-town
call, and 1 call for a flooded basement. 12 of the 17 box alarms were working fires.
70 Years Ago
12/5/1943 – Box 56 – 23:53 – 718-720-722-724 Seneca Street; Cause: Fire started in
auto in Oswald garage; Mr. Oswald tried to extinguish fire himself; Fire had a good
start by the time the alarm was sent-in; Occupants and losses:
718 – Rose Thomas

$553.00

720 – Howard Oswald

590.00

722 – Howard Freeze

400.00

724 – Lawrence Hauptley

60.00

Details on this fire were pretty scarce, but in piecing it together, I believe Mr.
Oswald was working on his car in the frame garage to the rear of the property. The
garage would have fronted Main St. A fire erupted. Mr. Oswald made attempts to
extinguish the fire himself before sounding the alarm. By the time companies arrived,
the garage was fully involved in fire, and was extending to nearby garages and the rear
of the homes on Seneca Street. These homes – with the exception of 724 – still exist
on Seneca Street.
12/30/1943 – Box 56 – 06:47 – 605 Fairview St; Occupant: Miss Eleanore Haskins;
Cause: Smoking in bed, cigarette set bed clothing on fire; Loss: $200.
80 Years Ago
12/13/1933 – Box 614 – 08:20 – 417-419 North St; Occupants: Robert Laughlin and
William Allison; Cause: Man thawing-out frozen pipe set partition wall on fire; Loss:
$200.
12/23/1933 – Box 53 – 00:41 – 516-518 Minersville St; Occupants: Anthony Barket
and Charles Bartlett; Cause: Spark from chimney got into partition wall; Loss: $420.
12/31/1933 – STILL – 05:30 – Call for help from Minersville; Economy store, 2 double
buildings on fire; Chief sent West End.
West End’s 1928 Ahrens-Fox 900 gpm piston pumper was sent to Minersville
for a fire that gutted the third floor of 11-13 Sunbury Street and heavily damaged the
2nd and 3rd floors of 15-17 Sunbury Street. It was bitterly cold during the fire, which
caused $10,000 in damages. Minersville Asst. Fire Chief George Ulmer was injured in
a partial floor collapse. The fire was believed to have originated as a result of an
overheated chimney. 11-13 Sunbury St still stands today.

12/31/1933 – Box 18 – 22:02 – 109 N. Centre St; City Treasurer’s Office in Brennan
building; Cause: Unknown; Loss: $3000.
That Sunday evening, a Mr. Ebert was walking on Centre St that evening when
he spotted smoke coming from the offices of Tax Collector C.P. Hoffman. He ran to
Box 18 at Centre & Market. Fire originating in a closet in the Tax Collector’s office
spread to the interior void spaces and stairwell. The office was heavily damaged as
were the offices of the Schuylkill County Fair Association. The fire was placed under
control in ½ an hour. Two Humane firefighters suffered minor injuries.
85 Years Ago
12/16/1928 – Box 51 – 23:30 – Dunn’s Court (400 blk N. 2nd St – i.e. “The Flats”);
Occupant: Roy Freedline; Cause: Cigarette; Loss: $290.
12/18/1928 – Box 18 – 07:38 – 110 N. Centre St; Occupant: Julius Spicker; Cause:
Unknown; Loss: $8800; J. Spicker smothered to death.
Deputy Coroner Lord and Fire Chief Stevenson advanced the following theory
regarding this fire… Mr. Spicker owned a clothing store at the address noted. He
arrived at the store that morning and, as was his routine, he proceeded to a small
office that he kept in the cellar. As the only light in the cellar was in the small office,
he lit a candle prior to proceeding down the interior stairs. The match that he
discarded somehow fell down between the stair treads and ignited class A
combustibles below. As Spicker was in the office at the other end of the cellar, he
didn’t see the fire developing. By the time he noticed the heavy smoke filling the
cellar, egress via the interior stairs was blocked. He was overcome, collapsed, and
died. The cellar and first floor of the store were heavily damaged. This building still
stands today on N Centre St.
12/18/1928 – Box 32 – 10:30 – 519-521 Schuylkill Ave; Occupants: J. Becker and
Wm. Schief; Cause: Defective flue; Loss: $1634. Companies arrived to find 521
Schuylkill Ave, a 2-story frame, heavily involved in fire. Fire extended to the adjoining
home at 519, a 3-story frame, as well. These homes still stand on Schuylkill Ave.
12/23/1928 – Box 35 – 13:30 – 912 W. Norwegian St; Occupant: William Leishon;
Cause: Electric wires; Loss: $1200.
95 Years Ago
12/27/1918 – Box 63 – 16:30 – 272 Wallace St; Occupant: J. Leinheiser; Cause:
Overheated stove; Loss: $225.
12/30/1918 – Box 62 – 02:25 – 397 Hotel St; Occupant: R. Discello; Cause: Children
playing with matches; Loss: $150.
100 Years Ago

12/3/1913 – Box 18 – 17:55 – Centre & Market Sts; Palace Theater moving picture
building; Cause: Throwing match carelessly; Loss: $474.50.
12/17/1913 – Box 19 – 14:45 – East Norwegian Street; Phoenix Fire Company stable;
Cause: Dropping cigarette butt; Loss: $380.
City Police Patrolman Edward Scott discovered smoke coming from the frame
stable to the rear of the Phoenix firehouse on East Norwegian St. He and another
member found flames burning in the stall of “Nick,” one of the company’s three
horses. Box 19 – Coal and East Norwgian Sts – was pulled. However, for some
reason, Box 27 – Jackson and Jefferson Sts – was received. The first two engine
companies – Good Intent and Humane – proceed to the wrong box. The proper box
was transmitted when the error was discovered.
Patrolman Scott and a Phoenix member knocked-down the fire in the stall while
others evacuated the horses. Driver Reinhart was injured when he opened the door to
one stall and the horse bolted from it. “Nick,” the horse in whose stable the fire
erupted, was badly burned about the body and legs. All three horses suffered the
effects of the smoke. Fire extended to the hayloft above, destroying the hay and feed.

12/22/1913 – Box 51 – 23:25 – North Centre St; 3-story brick and wood frame
building occupied by Tragash Brothers, store and Turkish bath; Cause: Wires were
too tight; Loss: $4000.
115 Years Ago
December, 1898 - Good Will received a new hose wagon with Babcock chemical
extinguishers, which was purchased through Joseph Schablein of Pottsville for $375.

Good Will’s then-new 1898 hose carriage. Note that this is now Womer’s Garage on Hotel St.
Photo courtesy Good Will Fire Co. No. 4.

12/15/1898 – 20:35 – Slight fire at H.J. Raatz’s store, 4th & Minersville Sts.
120 Years Ago
12/12/1893 – Box 52 – 13:25 – Fire in a double frame house, occupied by Charles
Shelly and Mr. Schropp, on Harrison St; Damage about $500.
155 Years Ago
12/3/1858 – Slight fire at L. Bocam’s Barber Shop, adjoining the American Hose.

