Pottsville Fire Department
Looking Back
September
Mike Glore
15 Years Ago
September, 1998 – Good Intent’s 1988 Hahn “Engine 11” 1000 gpm pumper is sold to
the City of Camden, NJ for $150,000. See “The Dependable Hahn.”
30 Years Ago
09/11/1983 – STILL – 05:40 – Call for assistance – Minersville; Fire in five frame
dwellings on Middle Street; Chief sent Yorkville (Rescue 63 – 1981 IH/Swab).
Shortly before midnight on Saturday, 9/10, Minersville firefighters fought a
basement fire at 212 Middle St. Companies cleared the scene at 01:30. Around 05:00
calls were received for heavy fire involving the rear of 212 Middle St, extending to 210
Middle. Companies arrived with both 210-212 Middle heavily involved in fire. Fire
extended to the attic space and soon spread to 208, 206, and 204 Middle. The South
Cass Fire Company also assisted on scene, while other Pottsville companies were
placed on stand-by. The fire was placed under control at 07:30. 10 individuals were
left homeless. 206 and 204 Middle are the only homes still standing in what had been
a row of 2 ½ story frame dwellings.
9/15/1983 – Box 15 – 18:02 – 527-527 ½ E. Market St; Owner: Daniel Gustitus;
Cause: Gasoline vapors ignited; Loss: $60,000.
The occupants of the home had placed a fresh asphalt coating on the roof of the
3-story, frame, middle-of-the-row home. The clothing worn during the job was first
soaked in gasoline to clean the petroleum-based roofing material. It was then placed in
the washing machine. When the washing machine changed cycles, off went the
gasoline vapors that had accumulated in the home. It looked like a thunderstorm over
the east side of Pottsville on the approach as the exterior asphalt shingles created a
tremendous fire and smoke condition. What caused significant problems as well - as
it often does for us in Reading, too - was the "Philly gutter." When fire drives into the
gutter void, it can and will extend into the exposures, necessitating aggressive truck
work and, usually, extensive overhaul. The homes at 527 & 527 ½ E. Market no
longer stand. These homes were also involved in a serious fire on October 23, 1954.

A view on E Market St after the exterior fire had been knocked-down.

Note the smoke beginning to curl from the gutter overhang on the D exposure. I believe
that may be Marvin Davis (Good Intent) stretching the line over the porch roof.

A view from the B side as fire extends to the upper floors of the exposures.

9/27/1983 – Box 522 – 11:03 – 325 N. 3rd St; Owner: E. Downing; Cause: Pot of
grease on stove ignited; Loss: $1,000.
35 Years Ago
9/4/1978 – Box 35 – 02:08 – 912 Mahantongo St; Vacant Building; Cause: Unknown;
Loss: $30,000. Fire heavily damaged the building that had at one time been part of
the Penn State University network. The building no longer exists.

Heavy smoke pours from the 3-story building at 912 Mahantongo St as West End goes
in service with their 1977 Seagrave 1000gpm/100’ quint. Good Intent’s 1975 Hahn pumper is
to the rear of the ladder truck.

Ladders are thrown in the rear of 912 Mahantongo St as fire breaks-through top floor
and roof.

9/25/1978 – Box 71 – 11:42 – 1643 W. Market St; Occupant: Kowalsky family;
Owner: Charles Fix;

Fire erupted in the kitchen of the home and was discovered by Dianne
Kowalsky, age 16. Companies arrived to find fire showing from the kitchen and heavy
smoke from the 2 ½ story private dwelling. The fire was quickly knocked-down.
Companies began clearing the scene after approximately 40 minutes. There were no
injuries reported.
9/26/1978 – Box 114 – 05:16 – 18 S. 2nd St; Fraternal Order of Eagles building.
A shorted electrical outlet caused a fire to erupt in the third floor apartment of
the 3-story occupied multiple dwelling of ordinary construction. The occupant of the
second floor apartment awoke to a crackling noise coming from her ceiling. She
alerted the other second floor resident and they called City Hall. The occupant of the
third floor apartment was not at home. City Police Officers arrived first and used fire
extinguishers in an attempt to fight the fire. Companies arrived and had to pull the
second floor ceiling and open the third floor walls and ceilings to expose and
extinguish the fire. Companies were on scene for over an hour.
45 Years Ago
9/13/1968 – Box 312 – 11:52 – 390 S. 2nd St; Occupant: Donald Winlack; Cause:
Sofa on fire; Loss: $150.
9/18/1968 – Box 56 – 15:10 – 438 Fairview St; Occupant: Norman Barket; Cause:
Kitchen fire; Loss: $500.
60 Years Ago
9/9/1953 – Box 62 – 01:48 – North of Railroad St off Peacock; Cause: Unknown, lots
of drunken parties at this building; Loss: $2,100.
Joseph Cosandra, 83, (aka Joseph Turando) had a house on the hillside
overlooking the Aetna Steel plant on Peacock St. The 6-room, 1-story frame home
burned to the ground. This was the 2nd time in 13 years that his home was lost to fire.
A chicken pen containing 30 chickens was also lost. The occupant was awakened by a
barking dog. Cosandra ran to the home of William Zelinsky, 383 Peacock St, who
phoned City Hall. Supply lines were laid from Peacock St. The fire was placed under
control in 1 hour.
9/26/1953 – STILL – 21:10 – 12 N. Centre St; Doutrich’s Store; Cause: Cigarette
thrown on top of showcase in doorway set fire to wood and dust; Loss: $225.
65 Years Ago
9/7/1948 – Box 33 – 21:57 – 1320 Mahantongo St; Occupant: W.B. Wells; Cause:
Gasoline in jar busted and stoker motor set it on fire; Loss: $1,000.

The owner of the home, William B. Wells, was an agent for the West
Shenandoah Land Company. After unsuccessfully attempting to extinguish the fire –
and burning both hands in the process – Wells phoned City Hall. Patrolman Flanagan
struck Box 33 from the Hall. Companies arrived with heavy smoke showing from the
basement of the large, 2-story private dwelling. Wearing filter-type masks, firefighters
stretched several hoselines into the basement and first floor. As the main body of fire
in the basement was knocked-down, fire was found extending into the first floor via
the interior partitions. The fire was placed under control in 1 hour. A firewatch was
maintained by two firefighters until 07:00 the following morning. This home still
stands on Mahantongo St today.
70 Years Ago
9/16/1943 – Box 614 – 05:37 – 800-802 Water St; Cause: Unknown; Fire started
under steps on 1st floor of 802 and went through roof; Top floor and roof of 800 on fire
from fire next door; Occupants and losses:
800 – Whitie Myers
802 – George Tassone

$ 300.00
1200.00

The Tassone family awoke to the odor of smoke and immediately discovered
smoke quickly filling their home. They found a fire burning under the interior
stairwell, nearly cutting-off their escape route. As the Tassone’s were making their
narrow escape, a neighbor passing-by on Walnut Street spotted smoke pouring from
the rear of the home and pulled the hook on Box 614 at Walnut & North Sts.
Companies arrived with fire showing from the Tassone home. Lines were quickly
stretched into both properties to knock-down the main body of fire and check the
extension. Companies were on scene for several hours with extensive overhaul. These
homes still stand on Water Street.
80 Years Ago
9/15/1933 – STILL – 14:20 – 111 Queen St; Occupant: Fred S. Sterner; Cause:
Cigarette set fire to upholstered chair in parlor; Loss: $623.
85 Years Ago
9/7/1928 – STILL – 11:50 – 1918 Mahantongo St; Occupant: C.H. Dreshman; Cause:
Crossed wires; Loss: $150.
9/17/1928 – STILL – Assistance for Seltzer City; 4 houses burned; Cause: Still
exploded; Chief sent Humane and American Hose.
95 Years Ago

9/15/1918 – Box 64 – 05:20 – Water & Clinton Sts; Occupant: Seltzer Bros; Cause:
Smoke house; Loss: $40,983.09.
The Seltzer Brothers meat packing operation was started in 1887. Their plant
on Water Street occupied a lot of approximately 200’ x 400’ and ran to Temple Street.
They employed 30 people at the time of the fire. Generally, the plant was located
where Mary Queen of Peace Apartments is today. On the north side of the plant on
the third floor was the smoking and kilning department. Early that Sunday morning,
fat that had dripped onto the smoking bars ignited. The night watchman discovered
the fire. At first, he believed the strong odor and excessive smoke was just part of the
smoking process. When he discovered the flames, however, he quickly ran to pull the
box. Chief Stevenson arrived with the first alarm companies to find fire showing from
several windows on the third floor. He wasted no time in transmitting the general
alarm. Humane and Good Will immediately began operating lines on the fire and
established a water supply from the 6” main on Water Street. This main was quickly
overtaxed. Good Intent (1911 Robinson 700 gpm pumper) and American Hose (1917
American LaFrance 750 gpm “triple”) engines were sent to hydrants on Railroad Street
to augment the water supply. As numerous streams from the 2 ½” lines were directed
into the top floor of the 3-story plant of ordinary construction, the fire was brought
under control. The third floor had collapse and damage to this portion of the
operation was very heavy.

An early 20th Century view of the Railroad & Water St area in Jalappa. The Seltzer
plant is in the left-center of the photo.

9/23/1918 – STILL – 01:40 – Assistance for Orwigsburg; Knipes Box Factory;
American Hose and Humane sent by Chief.

The Knipes Box Factory was owned by L.W. Kerns of Orwigsburg. The plant
was located to the rear of his residence between Adams and Wayne Sts. The factory
was a 1-story building of approximately 70’ x 40’. Firefighters arrived to find the
building heavily involved in fire. Mutual aid was quickly requested. All three
Schuylkill Haven fire companies responded along with the American Hose and
Humane from Pottsville. Fire extended to the Kerns home, heavily damaging the roof.
The stable of H.T. Miller was burned to the ground and his home was damaged by
smoke and water. The Binkley Drug Store was also damage by radiant heat. Note
that I’m not exactly certain where Adams St is/was in Orwigsburg. OFD Chief Dave
Hardinger is working with the Orwigsburg Historical Society to confirm both the
location of the building and the details of the fire.
Below are photos of what we believe to be the Knipes Box Factory that was
involved in the fire. The top photo would have been as the building looked at the time
while the bottom photo is as it looks today. Thanks to Chief Hardinger for the pics
and for his help!

Knipes Box Factory photos courtesy of Chief Hardinger.

100 Years Ago
9/27/1913 – Box 64 – 11:20 – Water St; 2-story frame garage and hay shed owned
and occupied by James Meade; Cause: Boys smoking cigarettes in hay shed; Loss:
$7,000.
The Meade property was located directly across the street from the Seltzer
Packing Company on Water St. Fire began under Meade’s barn and was discovered by
employees of the Seltzer Packing Co. Box 64 was again pulled, summoning companies
to the scene. Chief Lynaugh arrived with the first alarm companies to find the barn
well-involved. Two horses in the barn were singed, but survived the fire. A third horse
perished in the fire. Companies stretched lines from nearby hydrants, but found the
hydrants to be in poor repair and the pressure inadequate. As the barn became fully
involved in fire, Chief Lynaugh transmitted the general alarm. Fire extended to the
Meade garage/store and to the Hock home nearby. When it was realized that these
buildings were doomed, firefighters worked to protect the other exposed properties.
The utility poles along Water Street also began to burn. Burning embers ignited the
roof of the Krieg Brothers lumber storage shed a short distance away. Firefighters
raced to the building, climbed to the roof, and placed chemical lines in service to
knock-down the flames. In addition to the Meade properties, the Hock home was also
destroyed. Good Intent’s 1911 Robinson 700gpm pumper suffered a mechanical

failure at the fire. Company members, assisted by mechanics from a local garage,
made the necessary repairs on scene. See the photo above for reference…
120 Years Ago
9/9/1893 – Box 25 – 21:10 – Fire at the Pennsylvania Railroad Company’s car shops,
Mt. Carbon; Loss: Appx $5,000.
A telephone call was received from the Mt. Carbon roundhouse reporting
several buildings on fire. The fire began in the blacksmith’s shop and quickly spread
to a long shed containing lumber as well as the carpentry shop. The buildings were all
soon fully involved in fire. A nearby locomotive moved the rolling stock that was
standing on the railroad tracks nearby. As Pottsville fire companies arrived, it was
clear that the buildings involved were doomed. They stretched hoselines to protect the
exposures. The American Hose Company’s 1875 Clapp & Jones steamer took draft
from the Schuylkill Canal and supplied hoselines. The Phoenix and West End
companies were promptly returned when it was assured that the fire would not spread
further in order to provide protection for the “borough” while the other companies
fought the fire in Mt. Carbon. A large number of spectators were drawn to the scene
by the glow in the sky from the fire.

American Hose 1875 Clapp & Jones steamer that operated at draft from the
Schuylkill River in Mt. Carbon.

125 Years Ago
9/7/1888 – 07:05 – Fire at Yuengling’s Brewery, cooper shop.

130 Years Ago
9/25/1883 – Fire at the Pioneer Furnace; Loss: $5,000
140 Years Ago
9/29/1873 – The Atkins Fire Company is chartered.
155 Years Ago
9/17/1858 – 15:00 – The stable of Jacob Christian, on Church Alley, was completely
destroyed by fire.
9/20/1858 – 14:00 – Stable of Martin Weaver, damage about $450.
165 Years Ago
9/5/1848 - Each company appointed 2 members to serve on a committee to adopt
rules for the entire fire department; The original, “Big 4:” Hydraulians (Phoenix),
Humane, Good Intent, Rough and Ready (American Hose).
9/10/1848 – Pottsville first, “Great Fire;” Began at the corner of Callowhill (Arch) and
Railroad (Progress Ave) Sts and generally destroyed all the properties in the block. The
fire began in hay and straw storage on the Charles Moll property at approximately
23:00. Fire loss totaled $50,000 ($1,280,948 today), of which $27,000 was covered by
insurance. 30 families and business were affected by the fire. Four fire companies
were in existence at the time: Schuylkill Hyraulian (Phoenix), Good Intent, Humane,
and Rough and Ready (American Hose).
9/30/1848 – The stable of Foster and Daly, corner of Norwegian and Railroad Sts; The
building and its contents consumed.
180 Years Ago
9/4/1833 – The Pottsville Fire Company was formally instituted (Humane); It was
organized on October 3, 1829. This was the second fire company organized in
Pottsville. The Schuylkill Hydraulian was the first.

