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5 Years Ago
10/23/2008 – STILL – 13:31 – 211 Schuylkill Ave, Tamaqua Borough; Good Intent
and American Hose provided RIT during a fire involving a row of 3-story frame homes.
A relatively rare sight today – RIT personnel placed a 40’ Bangor ladder to the top floor
of one of the homes in which crews were operating.
10 Years Ago
10/17/2003 – STILL – 19:37 – 36 Progress Ave, Hometown, Rush Township; Good
Intent – at the request of Schuylkill County EMA – provided air monitoring services at
the scene of a commercial fire/haz-mat incident involving ethyl acetate.
15 Years Ago
10/30/1998 – Box 725 – 13:39 – 1932 3rd Avenue; Cause: Child playing with
matches; Loss: $75,000; Fire was showing from the 2nd floor rear of the large, 2 ½
story duplex on arrival.
A 4-year old child was playing with a lighter on his bed. He and his mother left
the house, without her knowing that a fire was smoldering in the child’s second floor
bedroom. Soon, smoke began to fill the other half of the home next door at 1930 3rd
Ave. The occupant of that home quickly fled as passerby also saw smoke and flames
coming from the home. Companies arrived with heavy fire showing from the 2 nd floor
of 1932. A handline stretched via the interior stairs made quick work of the fire,
which was under control in 15 minutes. The second floor suffered heavy fire, heat,
and smoke damage. The family’s pet boxer, Buttercup, was rescued and survived the
fire.

PREH photo of Phoenix Captain Jim Pryce exposing fire running behind the aluminum
siding above the 2nd floor window on 3rd Avenue in 1998.

20 Years Ago
10/31/1993 – STILL – 13:51 – 1403 E. Norwegian St, Mechanicsville Borough; Good
Intent, American Hose, and Phoenix. Fire gutted a 1 ½ story frame home. On a trivial
note, this was the first working fire to which I had driven Good Intent’s 1988 Hahn
pumper.

The tiller portion of Phoenix’s American LaFrance ladder truck is visible as firefighters overhaul
the frame home in Mechanicsville in 1993.

30 Years Ago
10/1/1983 – Box 25 – 17:46 – 404 S. Centre St; Basement Apartment; Cause: Paper
bags stored in oven; Loss: $500.
10/14/1983 – STILL – 09:15 – Assistance to N. Manheim Twp; Mobile home at Seiders
Trailer Court; Chief sent West End and Yorkville. A fire resulting from a
malfunctioning oil-burning furnace gutted the mobile home, which was rented by
Gerald and Norma Vandermeer. Good Will, Cressona, and Liberty, Schuylkill Haven,
also operated on scene.

Operating with Yorkville, cousin Dennis Fehr (Good Intent) extinguishes fire burning on the
underside of the trailer home in North Manheim Township in 1983.

35 Years Ago
10/8/1978 – Box 51 – 05:38 – 218 N. Centre St; Little Italy Restaurant; Cause: Arson;
Loss: $50,000; Still alarm – 10:30 – Humane sent for rekindle.
City Police Patrolman James Smith was on foot patrol when he discovered
smoke pushing from the Little Italy restaurant building. He quickly transmitted the
alarm. Companies arrived with heavy smoke showing from the 1-story restaurant. A
push through the main entrance was hampered by high heat and heavy smoke being
generated by a fire that originated in the kitchen area in the rear and quickly spread
into the void space created by two drop ceilings. Two rooftop skylights were vented
and the ceilings pushed down as a vent hole was cut above the kitchen area. The fire
was placed under control in 1 hour with extensive overhaul. The kitchen and dining
areas were gutted and the front counter area was damaged. The building was
sandwiched between the Capitol Theater building to the north and Bixler’s Market to
the south. Those properties suffered smoke damage. City Detectives, Chief March,
and PSP Fire Marshal Tom Slane investigated the fire, which was intentionally set.
Following the fire, companies refilled over 20 SCBA cylinders using the newly-installed
cascade system in West End’s engine room. Also, I believe there are a some

interesting stories about this fire as it occurred early on a Sunday morning following
the PFD “Firemen’s Ball” the evening before.

West End’s aerial ladder is placed as companies operate at the Little Italy Restaurant fire in
1978.

With a supply line snaked in the street, this photo provides an interesting early-morning
streetscape view of downtown Pottsville as the PFD works the Little Italy fire in 1978. While it’s
a little difficult to see, apparatus in the photo include (left to right): Humane 1964 Seagrave
hose & booster truck (on E Race St), the rear of Humane’s 1953 Seagrave 1000 gpm pumper,
West End’s 1977 Seagrave quint, and Good Will’s 1963 GMC/American 750 gpm high-pressure
pumper.

40 Years Ago
10/12/1973 - Box 51 – 05:26 – N. Railroad & Harrison Sts; Buechley Lumber
Company; Cause: Unknown; Loss: Unknown. Companies were on scene for
approximately 1 hour for this fire that destroyed a one-story, frame storage building.
The fire was reported by an employee of the Post Office. Buechley’s was located
generally where Giant Food Markets is located today.
10/16/1973 – Box 57 – 00:48 – 518-520 N. 2nd St; Urban renewal apartment house;
Cause: Unknown; Loss: Unknown; Returned at 07:00 for rekindle.
Dunn’s Flats was the scene of 11 serious fires over its 70 years of existence.
The last several – when the complex was slated for demolition as part of “Urban
Renewal” – were quite spectacular. This fire originated in the basement of the building
and spread rapidly through the interior. Companies arrived with heavy fire on both
the first and second floors. The fire eventually burned through the roof. Two
firefighters were treated for minor injuries. Surprisingly, there are very few photos of
the fires at “The Flats” over the years.
45 Years Ago

10/3/1968 – Box 615 – 08:30 – Aetna Steel Company; Cause: Unknown, started in
paint spraying area; Loss: $5,000.
293 employees were working in the Aetna Steel plant on Peacock St when
employee George Eckert discovered a fire burning in a 10’ x 30’ spray painting shop.
Eckert immediately alerted other employees and began shutting-down the equipment
in the vicinity. Other employees began moving drums of paints and solvents from the
area. The plant’s fire brigade, under the direction of Andrew Destefano (Greenwood
Hill), assisted in the firefighting efforts. Companies arrived with heavy smoke in the
plant. CO2 extinguishers, booster lines, and one 1 ½” handline were used to complete
extinguishment. The fire was contained to the spray booth area. The cause was
determined to have been a paint line on the large Gyro-Mat automated spray paint
machine rupturing. The pressurized mixture contacted an energized electrical line
and the fire erupted. No injuries to firefighters or plant personnel were reported. Fire
Chief Hoke had command and was assisted by Assistant Chiefs Stephenson (Good
Will) and Curtier (Humane). The Aetna building still exists as a warehousing facility
on Peacock St.
50 Years Ago
10/4/1963 – 16:27 – STILL – Call for help at Gordon Nagle Trail coal breaker; Black
Heath Coal Company; Chief sent Yorkville, West End, and Good Intent. Fire destroyed
a large building on the property that housed coal pockets, shakers, and conveyors.
The Cressona Fire Department and the Rainbow Hose Company of Schuylkill Haven
also operated on scene. Cressona Good Will returned at 07:45 on 10/5 for a rekindle.
10/11/1963 – 21:40 – STILL then Box 522 – 321-323-325 N. 3rd St; Cause: Explosion
in kitchen; Loss: $15,400; Occupants and losses:
321 – Mrs. Elizabeth Snyder - $ 900.00
323 – Charles Geissler

13,000.00

325 – Larry Meunchey

1,500.00

Mr. and Mrs. Earl Leibensberger rented the home at 323 N. 3rd from Charles
Geissler. While sitting in her living room, Mrs. Leibensberger heard what sounded like
an explosion in her kitchen. As she got up to investigate, she was immediately met by
flames and in the kitchen. She raced upstairs to grab her 9-month old daughter,
Donna. Both escaped unharmed. A neighbor phoned City Hall. Chief Hoke requested
a still alarm for Humane (1929 Buffalo hose & booster truck and 1953 Seagrave 1000
gpm pumper) and American Hose (1952 American LaFrance 750 gpm pumper and
1948 American LaFrance 1500 gpm pumper).
Chief Hoke arrived with the assignment to find heavy smoke pushing from the
front (A side) of the home. Fire had also vented from the kitchen in rear and was now

heavily involving the rear porch and extending via the asphalt (i.e. “gasoline”) shingles,
which covered the original fire building and the exposures. Chief Hoke quickly struck
the Box.
Companies placed lines in service to knock-down the heavy first floor fire in 323
and also to knock-down the exterior fire in the rear that was extending to 325 (D
exposure). Fire entered the attic of this home. Firefighters vented the roofs and
stretched lines to the upper floors. In addition to the booster lines stretched initially,
six 1 ½” handlines were also placed in service.
Companies began clearing the scene after two hours. 323 was heavily
damaged, while 325 suffered extensive fire, smoke, and water damage. 321 suffered
smoke and water damage. These homes still stand today, with 323 now owned by
Gary Zalusky of the Humane Fire Company and Pottsville Fire Police.

Heavy fire is showing from the rear of 323 N 3rd St in 1963.

55 Years Ago
10/4/1958 – Box 62 – 12:30 – 455 Peacock St; Occupant: J. Boughey; Cause:
Unknown; Loss: $1,500. The fire, which was believed to have originated as a result of
an overheated chimney, extended through the rear first and second floor walls and
partitions.

10/5/1958 – Box 53 – 12:55 – 426 Laurel St; Occupant: R. Kramer; Cause:
Unknown; Loss: $1,500. The living room of the home was gutted by the fire.
10/10/1958 – Box 53 – 08:45 – 809 Sanderson St; Occupant: Mike Joulwan; Cause:
Bad chimney; Loss: $1,000. Asst. Chief Jack Flannery (Good Intent) had command.
65 Years Ago
10/19/1948 – STILL – 16:05 – 617 N. Centre St; Occupant: Claude Flail; Cause:
Waterback in stove burst, set fire to rugs and chairs; Loss: $250.
80 Years Ago
10/9/1933 – Box 18 – 01:27 – Centre & Arch Sts; Cause: Cigarette set davenport on
fire; Loss: $3,590; Occupants and losses:
Mrs. Haley

$2,500

Dropkin Jewelry Store

800

Grace Beauty Shop

150

Bowdin Fish Market

50

F. Yuengling

90

Vincent Haley, son of Mrs. Margaret Haley, the owner of the property, was
found unconscious on the floor of the Haley’s second floor apartment by firemen. He
had apparently fallen asleep while smoking a cigarette. He was removed to the Warne
Hospital. The fire was discovered by two individuals who were standing at the corner
of Centre & Market Sts. They had seen smoke pouring from the 2nd floor windows and
“hooked” Box 18 at Centre & Market. The fire gutted the second and third floors of the
building.

10/21/1933 – STILL – 13:00 – Frackville called for help; Gasoline on fire in drain –
Chief sent West End truck and 11 boxes of Foamite from Yorkville Hose Co.
Gasoline began leaking from the Gulf Refining and Distributing plant property
that Saturday afternoon. It soon found its way into a 24” drainage pipe that ran
under the George Haupt Lumber Company property and emptied into a nearby creek.
Around 11:30 AM, a fire erupted in the creek bed and quickly spread back to the
mouth of the drainage pipe on the Gulf property. With additional 10,000 gallon
storage tanks located there, the stage was set for disaster. Firefighters from
Frackville, Englewood, and Gilberton arrived and quickly began efforts to prevent the
fire from extending to the gasoline storage. The poured foam into the mouth of the
pipe and worked to extinguish the fire along the creek bed itself. Realizing that

additional foam would be needed, they requested help from Pottsville. Yorkville Hose
carried a supply of Foamite as well as proportioning equipment. However, Yorkville’s
1927 Mack AB5A city service ladder truck, which carried the Foamite supplies, was
out-of-service for repairs at the time. Fire Chief Smith arranged for West End’s 1928
Ahrens-Fox 900 gpm piston pumper transport the Foamite equipment to the Frackville
incident. This was quickly accomplished and the rig was soon making its way north.
Using the available Foamite, the fire was extinguished, thankfully without having
reached the gasoline storage tanks.
This particular fire exemplified an interesting fact about PFD apparatus over
the years… For as close as Mack Trucks’ Allentown facility was to Pottsville and the
reputation that Mack Fire Apparatus enjoyed over the years, Yorkville’s 1927 Mack
city service ladder truck was the only Mack that Pottsville placed in service until
American Hose acquired a used 1976 CF rescue-pumper in 2003. Mack fans may
consider this heresy, but Yorkville’s rig was so problematic mechanically, that, after a
complete motor failure, Hahn rebuilt the rig in 1935 with new engine, transmission,
braking system, engine cowling, booster equipment, and additional body work – the rig
was essentially “re-titled.” Being familiar with some of the apparatus bidding done
locally over the years, I realize that Mack was never an inexpensive choice. However,
I’ve often wondered if Yorkville’s experience with their ‘27 wasn’t part of the reason
that Pottsville companies stayed-away from Mack so completely…?

145 Years Ago
10/13/1868 – An unoccupied house in “Mutton Row,” opposite the Clay Monument,
was slightly damaged.
10/30/1868 – Fire at the Schuylkill County Lumber Company, Pottsville; Loss:
$1,000.
155 Years Ago
10/1/1858 – The stable of Wm. Mortimer, Jr. on West Norwegian Street; the loss on
stable, horses, cow, etc. $1,200.

