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5 Years Ago
7/1/2008 – Box 23 – 06:32 – 507 Orchard Lane; Fire began in the basement of the 2
½ story frame dwelling and extended to the first floor.
7/12/2008 – STILL – 12:05 – 401 University Drive, North Manheim Township; Fire
heavily damaged the Rest Haven Nursing Home’s “1912 Building;” American Hose,
Good Intent, and West End responded.
Coal Region Fire Rest Haven Photos

7/18/2008 – STILL – 23:28 – Mr. D’s Interiors, Pottsville-Minersville Highway,
Minersville, PA. Good Intent, American Hose, West End, Yorkville responded.
Companies arrived with heavy fire showing from the forward display area/showroom
of the commercial building. A large mutual aid response assisted the Minersville Fire
Department. Minersville Fire Chief Eric Eichenberg had command. The fire was
placed under control at approximately 02:30, with companies on scene until 05:00.
Coal Region Fire "Mr. D's" Minersville Photos

25 Years Ago
I usually don’t post brush fires, but this was a dandy…twice…
7/5/1988 – STILL – 11:20 – Norwegian Township off Ann Street; Fire area generally
encompassed the area bordering Mamies Ave, Ann Street, Route 61, and the Fairlane
Village Mall; Temperatures nearing 100 deg F; Pottsville Engines: 11, 32, 33, 41,
Saint Clair (Columbia, West End, Phoenix), Mar Lin, Minersville (Rescue H & L –
Brush 520), Llewellyn, Mt. Carbon (Tanker 537), Schuylkill Haven (Liberty – Tanker
537). The fire erupted during a long period of hot, dry weather. In all, 8 – 10 acres
were consumed.
7/6/1988 – STILL – 13:10 – DITTO!

Fire erupted again encompassing the same area and requiring the same
response.
While the fires were listed as a “STILL” alarm for Pottsville companies, in both
cases the general alarm tones were transmitted requesting any available city
firefighters to report to the scene. A plan was considered to dispatch Phoenix Ladder
21 to Route 61 and supply their ladder pipe to “rain” on the fire area.
30 Years Ago
7/3/1983 – Box 14 – 11:04 – 104 Logan Alley (2nd Floor Apartment); Cause: Careless
smoking; Loss: $16,000.

Good Will’s 1982 Ford/FMC 750 gpm high-pressure pumper operates in Logan Alley in
1983.

Smoke is showing from the 2nd floor apartment in Logan Alley in 1983 as MPO Jack
Ryan breaks his supply line to West End’s 1977 Seagrave 1000gpm/100’ quint.

7/24/1983 – Box 35 – 10:44 – 622 Mahantongo St (3rd Floor Apartment); Cause:
Unknown; Loss: $500.
35 Years Ago
7/13/1978 – Box 531 – 10:55 – 687 Lynaugh St; Frame garages; Loss: $5,000.
7/20/1978 – Box 644 – 10:01 – 501 N. Centre St; Courtney’s Bar and apartments;
Cause: Electrical short circuit; Loss: $25,000.
Christine Bennett was running the bar while the owner, Michael Courtney, was
on vacation. She discovered a fire burning in the ceiling of the first floor bar. The
alarm was quickly transmitted. Companies arrived with smoke showing from the 3 ½
-story building with the bar on the first floor and occupied apartments above. Lines
were quickly stretched into the bar area. The ceilings were pulled to expose the fire
above. Smoke from the second floor became progressively worse. A 1 ½” line was
stretched to the rear entrance to the second floor as the front windows failed and fire
erupted. A push was made from the unburned side of the floor and the 2nd floor fire
knocked-down. The fire was placed under control in about one hour. The occupants
were temporarily displaced. This building still stands on the northwest corner of
Centre & Harrison Sts.

Fire Chief Todd March has command (center) at Courtney’s Bar on Centre Street in
1978 as Asst. Chief Earl Blum (left) arrives on scene. West End’s aerial swings into position as
a 1 ½” handline is charged going to the rear 2nd floor off Harrison St.

Yes, it was the 70’s and lime-yellow was the rage. West End’s 1977 Seagrave quint
arrives at Courtney’s Bar next to the Chief March’s lime-yellow “buggy.”

7/28/1978 – STILL – 03:00 – Call for help in Mill Creek, Pine View Acres Restaurant;
Chief sent Good Will (1963 GMC/American 750 gpm HP pumper), Humane (1953
Seagrave 70th Anniversary Series 1000 gpm pumper), Good Intent (1975 Hahn 1000
gpm pumper), and American Hose (1975 American LaFrance Century Series 1000 gpm
pumper); Cause: Unknown; Building was a total loss; 10:00 same date, Good Will
returned for rekindle; Good Will and Good Intent pumpers received “greasy” smoke
damage requiring repainting of the cab roofs.
The fire was believed to have begun in the kitchen or bar area of the restaurantbanquet facility. The fire spread into the attic space and spread quickly throughout
the building. Companies arrived with heavy fire in the rear of the building, with heavy
smoke pushing from throughout. The fire was place under control at 04:30 with
companies remaining on scene with extensive overhaul. Good Will, Cressona,
responded with their 1975 Ford/Hamerly for the cascade system.

Heavy fire is showing through the roof at Pine View Acres in 1978 as Good Intent’s 1975 Hahn
1000 gpm pumper and Good Will’s 1963 GMC/American 750 gpm high-pressure pumper are
in service. Both pumpers received paint damage from the “greasy” smoke.

40 Years Ago
Lots of PFD activity this month…

July, 1973 – City Council awarded a contract to Gormley Fire Equipment Company of
Reading, PA for the purchase of 3,150’ of 1 ½” double-jacketed fire hose at a cost of
$50 per section (63 sections), 4000’ of 2 ½” double-jacketed fire hose at a cost of $77
per section (80 sections), 5 sections of 10’ double-jacketed, 5” soft suction hose at a
cost of $126.50 per section, 3 10’ sections of 5” hard suction hose at a cost of $123.50
per section. Also purchased were 68 sets of “running gear” at a cost of – get this! $86.45 per SET (helmets, to include shields, coat, boots, and gloves) and 22 SCBA
(MSA) at a cost of - again, get this! - $285.50 each. I’m sure some will remember the
gear. These were the yellow coats and helmets that were still in service into the
1980’s. The equipment was purchased with Federal revenue sharing funds.
City Council also awarded a contract to Woodward Roofing for $754.55 to repair
the roofs of the Good Will, Good Intent, and American Hose buildings (all city-owned
at the time). Ace Storm Window Company received a contract for $800 for repairs to
windows at the Good Intent.
7/6/1973 – While the call itself was relatively inconsequential, it was likely
quite a start when companies arrived on the scene of a reported tractor-trailer on fire
on Route 61 just off Arch St. The shot of the truck itself and its cargo (“Liquefied
Hydrogen”) speak volumes! The call was the result of the tractor-trailer’s brakes
smoking after descending the Rt 61 grade into Pottsville. It was historically significant
from a fire service perspective as it occurred the day after the infamous Kingman,
Arizona railway propane tank BLEVE on July 5, 1973, in which 11 firefighters were
killed.

Greenwood Hill’s 1967 IH/Hahn 750 gpm pumper operates on Rt 61. The warnings are
ominous on the rear of the tractor-trailer involved in the incident. SEH photo.

7/10/1973 – Box 112 – 14:40 – 314 N. George St; Owner: Paul Wagner; Cause:
Unknown; Loss: $5,000.
The 2-story frame building on George St was well-involved in fire when
companies arrived. The first floor was being used as a motorcycle repair facility, while
the 2nd floor was being converted into an apartment. Numerous booster lines and 1
½” handlines were stretched to knock-down the main body of fire. The building was
destroyed.

Companies are operating on N. George St in 1973 after the main body of fire had been
knocked-down. The Phoenix aerial ladder is to the roof. PREH photo.

7/17/1973 – Box 17 – 14:20 – Vacant building in Line Alley; Cause: Unknown; Loss:
Unknown; Returned Box 17 @ 15:20.
7/19/1973 - Pottsville PD apprehended two juveniles – ages 15 and 16 – for
transmitting 3 malicious false alarms between 23:30 on 7/18 and 03:30 on 7/19.
They were apprehended as they were about to transmit a 4th false alarm.
7/20/1973 – Box 75 – 12:49 – 1608 West End Ave; Occupant: Elmer Cutler; Cause:
Unknown; Loss: $11,500. The second floor of the 2 ½ story frame dwelling was
heavily damaged. The fire was placed under control in 1 ½ hours. It still stands today
on West End Ave, but one can tell that the upper floors of the home were extensively
remodeled.
7/21/1973 – Box 244 – 09:23 – 507 Carbon St; Occupant: Elmer Johnson; Cause:
Unknown; Loss: $100.
45 Years Ago
7/17/1968 – STILL – 14:12 – Lightning struck PP & L substation at the end of
Peacock Street; Power went out in most of the City for 31 hours.
A very heavy thunderstorm moved through the area that afternoon. At 14:12
hours, Box 612 was transmitted for the Joseph Sipple home at 913 N. Centre St after

a lightning strike. Damage to the home was minimal, but while companies were
operating there, a brilliant flash of lightning was immediately followed by a huge clap
of thunder and then what sounded like an explosion. The time was 14:27 when
everything went dark. A series of explosions coupled with electrical arcing was traced
to the area of the Pennsylvania Power & Light Sub-Station at the end of Peacock Street
in the Fishbach section of town. It was discovered that a lightning strike had
destroyed the two 220,000 Kw transformers – each weighed 40 tons. Power was out to
35,000 residents in the Pottsville area.
As this was being addressed, companies were out and about as 1.29” of rain fell
in only a couple of hours. Flooding conditions existed all over. PP & L mobilized
immediately and soon had almost 200 men on the job. As day turned into night,
contingency plans were made. Yorkville Hose remained on scene at the sub-station to
provide emergency lighting. The Pottsville Fire Police were activated to assist the
Pottsville Police Department with traffic control and various patrols throughout the
city. All fire stations were manned. The FD also supplied manpower to each of the
hospitals for various duties until sufficient emergency power supplies could be
established. Jack Rich supplied a 1000 gallon gasoline tanker to resupply emergency
vehicles. Acting Mayor Fred Ciletti imposed a 21:00 hrs curfew for the duration of the
blackout.
Late the following evening on the 18th, power was largely restored. The only
serious case of looting occurred at Raudenbush’s Bakery at 308 W Market St, which
was ransacked at approximately 01:30. The blackout dampened the opening night of
the American Hose Company Block Party.
7/24/1968 – Humane acquires the deed to the property on which their current
firehouse is built as Urban Renewal claimed their old firehouse.
50 Years Ago
7/23/1963 – Box 32 – 18:53 – 404 Schuylkill Ave; Owner: DG Yuengling; Occupant:
Walter Jones (again! – see 1953); Cause: Unknown; Loss: $500. Jones operated a
neighborhood grocery store at this address, which was almost directly behind his
home on Howard Avenue. Fire erupted in the rear of the store. Heavy smoke was
showing when companies arrived. Fire extended via the interior walls to the roof.
Perched on Bunker Hill, smoke from the fire was visible throughout downtown. The
fire was placed under control in 1 hour with extensive overhaul. Firefighter Elmer
Ebert (Good Will) was slightly injured. Smoke damaged the home of Francis Cappelli
and family next door at 406 Schuylkill Ave. Neither of the buildings exist today.
55 Years Ago
July, 1958 - Andy Hoke becomes Fire Chief of the City of Pottsville, replacing George
Smith who served for 27 years. Andy served until December, 1975 and was replaced
by current Fire Chief Todd March.

7/6/1958 – STILL – 23:59 – 451 N. Railroad St; Capitol Furniture; Cause: Old sofa on
fire; this building is used for old storage; Loss: $100.
7/27/1958 – STILL – 14:10 – Call for help at Brier City; Breaker on fire; Chief sent
Yorkville and Humane; The fire started the day before.
60 Years Ago
7/10/1953 – STILL – 14:10 – 405 Howard Ave; Occupant: Walter Jones; Cause:
Children set fire to papers in cellar; Loss: $150.
Humane and Good Intent responded to the still alarm to find rubbish burning
in a corner of the basement of the home. The fire was quickly extinguished.
However, a little later that Friday evening, fire was found to have extended into the
partition wall. This necessitated the companies returning to extinguish the
smoldering fire in the wall. Then, on Saturday afternoon, June 11, companies
returned to the Jones home to find a fire burning again in the partition wall. It was
believed that this fire was the result of an electrical short from the water used to
extinguish the earlier fire. All was thought to be well until a couple of days later…
7/14/1953 – STILL – 19:04 – 14th & W Market Sts; Al Joulwan Diner; Cause: Hot fat
on stove ignited; Loss: $939.
7/15/1953 – Box 32 – 01:03 – 405 Howard Ave; Occupant: Walter Jones (!); Cause:
Unknown; Loss: $4,750.
Mr and Mrs Jones were in their living room investigating an odor of smoke.
They soon discovered smoke pushing from the partition wall between the first and
second floor. They gathered-up their 3 children and fled. The alarm was telephoned
to City Hall. Asst. Fire Chief Harry Rehman (Humane) and the American Hose
responded to the call. Upon arriving, the found heavy smoke throughout the home
and pushing from the eaves. Rehman quickly transmitted the box. Fire was confined
to the first floor ceilings and walls, but there was extensive damage as a result
extensive overhaul.

Just to put an image with the narrative, this photo shows companies operating at yet
another fire at the Walter Jones home at 405 Howard Ave. This fire was on 09/19/1956. Note
the tillerman’s seat on Phoenix’s 1939 Hahn 75’ tractor-drawn aerial ladder truck in the lower
left.

65 Years Ago
7/26/1948 – Box 26 – 10:42 – Howard Ave & Railroad (Progress Ave) Sts; Ross garage
rear of H. Knapp store; Cause: Welding machine set fire to auto and building; Loss:
$2,342. An auto and a truck inside the garage were destroyed and the interior of the
building heavily damaged. The Good Intent was first dispatched on a still until
someone ran up the hill to pull the hook on Box 26 at Centre & Howard Ave. The fire
was generally to the rear of the former H. Knapp leather goods store on Centre St. The
fire was placed under control in ½ an hour. In the absence of Chief Smith, Asst. Fire
Chief Aloysius Wollyung (Yorkville) had command.
7/29/1948 – Box 64 – 14:52 – Front Street; Occupant: Wm. Bevan; Cause: Spark
from burning rubbish set roof of old barn on fire; Loss: $100.
70 Years Ago
7/10/1943 – 14:00 – Sent help to Esso Gas Company in Middleport; Gasoline truck
on fire; American Hose responded; Truck was a complete loss (2,500 gallons of
gasoline).
The gasoline tanker had left the Esso Company, located at Connors Crossing in
Schuylkill Haven. It was being driven by Paul James of Schuylkill Haven when it

caught fire on what is now State Route 209 between New Philadelphia and Middleport.
James escaped unharmed. The New Philadelphia and Middleport fire companies were
dispatched to the scene, but they were quickly overwhelmed by the volume of fire.
Additional help was requested, and American Hose of Pottsville responded with the
company’s 1924 American LaFrance 450gpm pumper. The Esso Company sent its
specialized firefighting equipment to the scene, but the fire had largely consumed all
the fuel by the time the equipment arrived. Telephone poles, guardrails, and the
roadway itself were extensively damaged by the intense fire. The caption in the local
newspaper read, “813 ‘A’ Coupons (i.e. ration stamps) Burning Up on Highway Near
Middleport.” This was in the midst of World War II. In fact, the incident occurred on
the same day that the Allied forces invaded Sicily.

Not the greatest from the microfilm, but a shot of the gasoline tanker burning in 1943
between Middleport and New Philadelphia. PREH photo.

7/11/1943 – 23:00 – Sent help to Port Carbon; Bleachery building on fire; Cause:
Chemicals on fire caused bad fumes; Chief sent American Hose. Fire consumed a
shed on the Bleachery property in which chemicals were stored.
75 Years Ago
7/6/1938 – STILL – 12:25 – 13th & Laurel Sts; Schuster’s Taxi; Cause: Unknown, fire
started in cab of bus; Loss: $1,000.

80 Years Ago
7/20/1933 – Box 67 – 20:03 – 844 Nichols St; National Biscuit Company; Cause:
Unknown, truck caught on fire ½ hour after driver went home; Loss: $900.
85 Years Ago
7/4/1928 – Box 18 – 21:40 – Pennsylvania Railroad yard; Car of Baur’s Carnival;
Cause: Unknown; Loss: $250.
95 Years Ago
7/18/1918 – Box 65 – 16:50 – 439 Prospect St; Occupant: M. Ignotazig; Cause:
Children playing with matches; Loss: $100.
7/18/1918 – STILL – 23:30 – 6 N. 2nd St; Occupant: E. Brown; Cause: Moving picture
machine; Loss: $200.
115 Years Ago
July, 1898 - Yorkville purchases a hose carriage from the Rescue Hose Company of
Lykens, PA.
120 Years Ago
7/26/1893 – Box 52 – 13:20 – Fire at the stable of Mrs. Joseph Hatch on Harrison St.
130 Years Ago
7/9/1883 – Good Will orders the company’s first “new” apparatus: A hose carriage
from W.W. Wunder of Reading for $634.
145 Years Ago
7/10/1868 – 06:30 – A slight fire at L.C. Thompson & Company’s store; Cause: one of
the young men employed at the store dropped a match in a barrel of varnish; Damage
slight.

