Pottsville Fire Department
Looking Back
May

Mike Glore

May has proven to be interesting. There were many years in which there
were no fires in May. Yetin those years that there were, they seemed to come
in buncheseé

20 Years Ago

05/07/1993 d Box 45 8 08:43 9 298-300-302-304-306-308 N. 9 th St

05/20/1993 98 Box 533 016:27 o N. 7t St off Main; Garage Fire . Fire heavily
damaged the 1 -story, block garage.

Firefighters overhaul the garage off Main St in 1993.

35 Years Ago



05/11/1978 9O STILL 0 05:35 8 259-261 W. Savory St, Borough of Palo Alto;
Chief sent American Hose, Good Will, and West End. Man died in 259 Savory
St.

The night watchman at the former Miss Pennsylvania garment factory on
the SW corner of Centre & Harrison Sts noticed a good column of smoke over
the east side of Pottsville. He telephoned City Hall. Pottsville PD went to
investigate. What they found was a working fire on Savory Street in Palo Alto.

As the fire department was being dispatched, Pottsville PD arrived on scene.
Officers were informed that a male individual may still be inside 259 Savory.

They were unable to gain entry due to the heavy fire conditions. The occupants

of 261 Savory, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Moser, ages 81 & 79, fled through the rear

of their home as the front of  the 2 % story frame duplex was engulfed in

flames. Both Palo Alto companies, Port Carbon, and the three Pottsville
companies operated on scene. Mr. William McNamara, age 22, was found dead

in his home. It was believed that he fell asleep while smoking. He awoke to
heavy smoke and fire spreading in the room. As he attempted to flee, he
collapsed.

Conditions on arrival on W. Savory St in Palo Alto in 1978



5/13/1978 0 Box 543 96 11:40 6410 N. Cross St, Cressona Textile Waste Rag
Co; Cause: Suspicious; Loss: $10,000.

r

West End in service with their 1977 Seagrave 1008/ 1000:

5/22/1978 & STILL & 13:07 & Call for help at Glen Carbon; Fire in 4 frame
dwellings; Chief sent Yorkuville.

On that windy May afterno  on, fire was discovered in the rear of the John
Bergan home, a 2 % story, frame duplex in Glen Carbon 0 a patch along Valley
Road between Hechsherville and Buck Run. The fire department was
summoned. Firefighters initially had the exterior fire knocked -down, but then
they lost water. As the wind picked -up, fire began to take possession of the
homes. The other half of the duplex was occupied by Mr. & Mrs. Charles
McDonald. Hecksherville Fire Chief Francis X. Gober quickly requested
additional help. Soo n, radiant heat ignited another frame duplex occupied by
John and Marguerite Barnyock and the Michael Murphy family. Yorkville
placed the deluge gun from their 1967 Maxim quad in service in the street to
knock -down the heavy exterior fire as companies wor ked to establish a
continuous water supply. The duplex in which the fire originated burned to



the ground. The duplex to which the fire had extended was gutted. In all,
companies from Mount Pleasant, Hecksherville, Forestville, South Cass,
Duncott, and M inersville Mountaineer were on scene. A tanker from the
nearby Cass Contracting Company was also pressed into service. Homeowners
were upset as it was reported that numerous complaints were made to the

Blythe Township Water Authority - the agency that su pplied municipal water to
the area 0 prior to the fire about low water pressure. A serious fire was said to
have been, oOoOpredicted. o

40 Years Ago

5/7/1973 0 Box63 009:32 dVacant house at Lesherodos Court ,
Heffner Sts; Cause: Unknown; Los s: Unknown.

5/9/1973 08 Box 19 8 19:42 & S. Claude A. Lord Blvd; Utility shed at Taylor Tire
Company; Cause: Unknown; Loss: Unknown.

5/24/1973 0 Box 55 0 18:39 9 1242 Spruce St; Joseph Tucci garage; Cause:
Unknown; Loss: Unknown.

45 Years Ago

5/11/1968 & STILL 6 11:17 o Call for help at Mechanicsville; House trailer on
fire; Chief sent American Hose, Good Intent, and Greenwood Hill.

5/21/1968 0 Box 25 0 18:40 0523 S. Centre St; Fennel & Blum store and
apartments; Cause: Unknown; Loss: $7,945

Companies arrived to find fire venting from the front 2 nd floor windows of
the apartment above the Blum & Fennel Antigue Shop. Hose streams were
used to knock -down the exterior fire as firefighters stretched booster lines up
the interior stairwell. Th e fire was confined to the 2 nd floor apartment inthe 4 -
story building of ordinary construction. There was minor extension to the 3 rd
floor directly above the room of origin and smoke throughout the upper floors.
All-in-all, a good stop for the PFD. Fiv e families were temporarily displaced by
the fire. Fire Chi ef An dhis buiddng «ill saeddond c o mman d .
South Centre St today.



Good I ntentds 1958 Oren 750 gpm pumper operates

5/22/1968 08 Box 441 ¢ 02:10 6 710 W. Arch St; Edith Long frame barn and
car; Cause: Arson; Loss: Unknown. The former livery stable was completely
destroyed. In between the S. Centre St fire the evening prior and this one,
companies also took -in a malicious false alarm from Box 44, 13 th & W
Norwegian.

5/28/1968 0 Box 38 98 00:30 0 Hillside (Cressona) Road; Richards estate and
Edith Mates; Cause: Unknown; Loss: $5,000; Returned again on 5/30 at
00:30 for rekindle.
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This home, then vacant, was general across the street and just a little up
from the dil apidated obrick buildingdé on Cres
Onuskanich of Pottsvill e, was the firstto turn  -in the alarm. As flames engulfed
the home, numerous calls poured into City Hall. The first police officer on the
scene was unable to pass -by because of the intense radiant heat. As
companies arrived, they soon placed numerous streams in service to try to
knock -down the heavy exterior fire using booster tank water. At the time, there
were no hydrants on this stretch of Hillside Roa d. Arelay was established from
a hydrant in Mt. Carbon. American Hosebds 1914
Series 1500gpm pumper was placed on the hydra
supply lines. By the time the relay was established, the home was collapsing.
Neighb ors at the McCord home just up the road wet -down their roof to prevent
a fire as a result of the flying embers. The Mt. Carbon fire company was on
scene and actually approached from the road running just past my house off
Dana St.

The vacant Richards home on Cressona Road is heavily involved in fire in 1968.

50 Years Ago

5/2/1963 O STILL 10:59 0 Box 11:06 0 642-644 N. 2 nd St; Cause: Defective
chimney; Loss: $7,300; Occupants & losses:

642 & Forrest Mosser $3,700



644 8 John J. Adams 3,600

A phone call to City Hall late that evening reported smoke in the area of
the Mosser home. Investigating, Pottsville Police Officers Edward Santai and
Victor Pepper found smoke po uring from the roof of the 2 ¥ story frame
duplex . Upon being notified, Chi  ef Hoke dispatched the Humane, Good Intent,
and American Hose. Shortly after his arrival on scene, he requested that Box
57 be struck. Companies stretched lines into the home and began to open the
walls and floors to expose the fire. In addition, ventila tion holes were placed in
the roof and the fire extended into the attic space. The fire was placed under
control in 45 minutes with companies clearing the scene at 01:15. These
homes no longer standon N2 nd St.

5/4/1963 0O Box41 019:55 411t & W. Rac e Sts; Owner: Mark Hartman;
Garage fire; Cause: Boys playing with matches; Loss: $1,500.

Box 41 was pulled as smoke was found pouring from the 2 % story frame
garage on N 11 t St, just north of Race. Firefighters arrived to find fire
extending quickly  through the building. A Cadillac was removed. Although
the auto was damaged, it would likely have been destroyed. Numerous
streams were used to knock -down the heavy fire that was soon showing from
the structure. The garage was extensively damaged.

5/12/1963 06 Box 53 08 02:32 6514-516-518-520 Laurel St; Cause: Unknown;
Loss: $15,000; Occupants & losses:

514 & George Webb $4,000
516 0 Lloyd Wertz 4,500
518 98 James Jenkins 3,000
520 8 Anthony Thomas 3,500

Two young men returning from a dance early that Sunday morning found
flames and smoke coming from the front of the frame dwellings at 514 and 516
Laurel St. The immediately began rousing occupants, who then fled via the
rear of the homes. The youths then ran to pull the hood on Box 53 at6th &
Minersville Sts. Fire Chief Hoke arrived with the companies to find the front of
the homes completely engulfed in flames. Two autos parked in front of the
homes were also beginning to burn. Multiple lines were immediately placed in



service to knock -down the heavy exterior fire. A stiff wind contributed to the
rapid fire spread. Downed power lines in the front of the homes also hampered
operations until P.P. & L. could secure the power. Companies were on scene
until daybreak. At the time, Fi re Chief Hoke said it was the most difficult fire
that he had faced in his almost five years as Chief primarily due to the heavy
exterior fire and the proximity of nearby homes.

It is evident that heavy fire conditions existed when companies arrived at these frame homes on

Laurel St in 1963. West Enddés 1960 Seagrave 658/ 750gp
ladder pipe in service. If you look closely, you might notice something unusual about the

firefighter on the ladder.

55 Years Ago



