Pottsville Fire Department
Looking Back
October
5 Years Ago
10/6/2007 – STILL – 23:11 – School St, Minersville Borough; West End (50) and
Yorkville (60) were originally dispatched as RIT to assist the Minersville Fire
Department with a working fire in a 2.5 story frame duplex. When those companies
were put to work, Good Intent (10) and Humane (30) were dispatched from the City to
assume RIT duties.

Pottsville companies in service in the rear of the homes on School St. in Minersville.

10 Years Ago
10/16/2002 – STILL – 23:45 – 301 S. Margaretta St, Schuylkill Haven; Good Intent
(E11), American Hose (E71) and West End (L51); A fire originated in class A
combustibles inside the Alpha Mills textile plant. The SHFD arrived with heavy smoke
throughout the building and the automatic sprinkler system activated. While the
sprinkler system largely contained the fire, damage was sustained from smoke and
water. The fire was determined to be arson.
15 Years Ago
10/5/1997 – Box 17 – 05:59 – 316 E. Arch St; Companies arrived to find smoke
showing from the 2-story dwelling of ordinary construction located across from the
“old” Pizza Hut on East Arch St. A small fire in the bedroom was quickly extinguished.

This was the first official assignment of a FAST (RIT) company (Good Intent) at a fire in
Pottsville following the implementation of the RIT policy. Asst. Chief Mistisshin
(American Hose) had command.

Phoenix Ladder 21 operating at 316 E. Arch St. in 1997.

20 Years Ago
10/18/1992 – Box 522 – 100 Blk. W. Race St; Frankie’s Hobby (i.e. Smoke) Shop;
Frankie’s was a downtown institution located on the southeast corner of W. Race and
Downing Sts. A fire originating on the first floor of the 2-story frame building quickly
extended to the 2nd. As the structural stability was in question for a time, crews were
withdrawn until the bulk of fire was knocked-down from the exterior. Following the
fire, the building was demolished. Asst. Chief Spotts (Humane) had command.

The demise of Frankie’s Smoke Shop – 1992.

10/20/1992 – STILL – 11:35 – 147 Burma Road, St. Clair. St. Clair companies arrived
to find an abandoned 1 ½ story frame home fully involved in fire. The home had been
damaged by a previous fire in December, 1991. With no relatively close municipal
hydrant and no large diameter supply line, St. Clair units utilized the water in their
booster tanks to try to knock-down the heavy fire. St. Clair Fire Chief Bob
Shelhammer requested an engine with Large Diameter Hose (LDH) from Pottsville.
Good Intent Engine 11 (1988 Hahn 1000 gpm) was dispatched. The only issue was, at
the time, Good Intent did NOT carry 5” hose, but rather dual 3” supply lines. During
the course of the response, the St. Clair request was clarified and the lack of 5” hose
on Engine 11 was identified. Humane Engine 33 (1980 Seagrave 1250 gpm – see 30
Years Ago - 1982) was then also dispatched. Humane laid approximately 600’ of 5” to
the scene as Good Intent pumped the hydrant on Hancock St. near Price. Alert Fire
Company of St. Clair’s 1968 Mack CF 750 gpm pumper – which did carry 5” hose –
was out-of-service at Mack Trucks receiving a complete refurbishment. The home was
destroyed.
25 Years Ago
10/10/1987 – 07:44 – Box 35 – 722 Mahantongo St. Companies arrived to find a
working fire on the top floor of the 3-story multiple dwelling located on the northeast
corner of 8th & Mahantongo Sts. Fire was showing from a third floor window on the 8th
St. (B) side. The fire was quickly knocked with a line up the interior stairwell. Asst.
Chief Dewald (Yorkville) had command.

West End Ladder 51 (1977 Seagrave quint) operates on Mahantongo St. in 1987.

30 Years Ago
10/6/1982 – Box 24 – 18:50 – Rt. 61 & Mauch Chunk; Kentucky Fried Chicken
restaurant; Cause: thermostat in fryer malfunctioned; Loss: $1,000.
10/21/1982 – The Humane Fire Company purchased the first 5” (LDH) supply line in
the City. 1200’ of hose was purchased to be placed on Engine 33 (1980 Seagrave
1250 gpm pumper). The hose was received and officially placed in service in 1983 and
was in the street quite a bit in the years that followed.

Heavily laden with 5” hose, Humane E33 is pictured operating at a fire on S. Centre St. in
1998.

10/26/1982 – Box 56 – 23:57 – Rear 621 Fairview St; Owner: Kathleen East; Cause:
trash in can against wall; Loss: $500.
40 Years Ago
10/28/1972 – Box 57 – 20:30 – 508 N. 2nd St; Occupant: Francis Rossman; Cause:
Unknown; Loss: $425.
45 Years Ago
10/13/1967 – Box 71 – 21:55 – 1631 W. Market St; Occupant: Robert Mootz; Cause:
defective electrical service; Loss: $3,860. Fire heavily damaged the 2nd floor front
bedroom of the home.
10/31/1967 – Box 115 – 03:05 – Rear 318-320 N. 2nd St; Salvation Army; Shed on
fire; Cause: Suspicious in nature; Loss: Unknown.
50 Years Ago
10/3/1962 – STILL – 00:25 – Box 522 @ 00:32 – 400-402 Minersville St; Occupant:
Josephine Joulwan; Cause: Unknown; Loss: Unknown; Fire originated in 402 and
spread rapidly via the partition walls of the frame dwellings. Fire Chief Hoke arrived
in response to the Still alarm with the American Hose and Humane. Seeing the fire

rapidly extending through the homes, Hoke sent Maruice O’Brien of the American
Hose to pull Box 522 at 4th (Now 3rd) & Laurel Sts. The fire was placed under control
in ½ an hour with extensive overhaul.
10/27/1962 – Box 57 – 14:15 – 727-729-731 N. 2nd St; Cause: electrical; Loss:
$11,570; Occupants and losses:
727 – Dennis O’Connell 729 – John Travitz 731 – Mrs. Jos. Hornberger

$ 6,970.00
4,600.00
0.00

Seeing smoke begin to fill his home, John Travitz discovered that a fire was
burning in the rear of his middle-of-the-row home. These row frames essentially
present as 3 stories as the basement entrance is at street level. As Travitz began
running the long distance to pull Box 57 at 2nd & Fairview Sts, a neighbor discovered
the flames and phoned City Hall. As he reached the fire alarm box, the house sirens
began to sound. Companies approaching the scene on N. 2nd St. had a clearly visible
column of smoke. Flames engulfed the rear of the Travitz home and were extending to
the O’Connell home. Numerous lines were stretched to the rear to knock-down the
heavy exterior fire. In all, 7 hoselines were stretched as fire extended to the interior of
the Travitz and O’Connell homes, heavily damaging the kitchens and 2nd floor rear
bedrooms of each. The fire was placed under control in 1 ½ hours. Fire Chief Andy
Hoke was assisted in his investigation by Asst. Chief Curtier (Humane) and PSP Fire
Marshal Michael Wisniewski of the Reading Barracks. These homes still stand on N.
2nd St.

Pottsville companies operate on N. 2nd St. in 1962. Left is Good Will’s 1953 GMC/American
750 gpm pumper) and right is Good Intent’s 1958 Oren 750 gpm pumper. Apparatus from
Humane, American Hose, West End, and Phoenix can also be identified in the photo.

10/29/1962 – Schuylkill County Civil Defense Director John F. Carlin spoke with
Mayor Michael Close about an issue with the sounding of the City’s fire sirens. Carlin
specified that a 3 minute long blast of the sirens was the signal for a Civil Defense
Alert. However, the sirens were often sounded that long by the Desk Sergeant at City
Hall while he was waiting for firemen to get to the firehouse and phone City Hall as
was the procedure for a still alarm particularly. Mayor Close agreed to work with the
fire and police departments to resolve the issue. This was still at the height of the
Cold War and the Cuban Missile Crisis had just been averted, so Civil Defense needs
were still a very real consideration.
55 Years Ago
10/16/1957 – Box 71 – 15:30 – 1541-1543 W. Norwegian St; Cause: painter burning
off old paint with blowtorch set fire to building; Loss: $6,500.53; Occupants and
losses:
1541 – W.S. Haney
1543 – Nicholas Bilansky

$2,261.65
4,238.88

Yorkville (1949 Maxim 750 gpm quad) and West End (1937 Ahrens-Fox 500
gpm “Emergency Car”) responded with Fire Chief Smith in response to a still alarm to
find heavy smoke showing from the attic area of the homes. Chief Smith quickly
requested the box. The attic and roof of the Bilansky home were destroyed, while the
Haney home’s attic was damaged by fire, smoke, and water. The Bilansky home was
undergoing renovation at the time and firemen used the scaffolding placed at the
home to great effect in battling the fire. This 2 ½ story frame duplex still exists on the
southeast corner of 16th & W. Norwegian Sts.

Like acrobats, Pottsville firefighters make use of construction scaffolding on W. Norwegian St.
in 1957.

60 Years Ago
10/20/1952 – STILL – 20:18 – 622 Edwards Ave; Occupant: Thomas Golden; Cause:
hot chimney set fire to woodwork around chimney; Loss: $1,050.
70 Years Ago
10/3/1942 – Box 36 – 17:12 – 404 Mahantongo St; Vacant building owned by Stahl
Estate; Cause: Stealing light fixtures, someone set fire in dumbwaiter between 1 st &
2nd floors; Loss: $800. 404 Mahantongo no longer exists.
October, 1942 – As the United States was at war for almost a year, Civil Defense needs
were identified. It was found that the existing four fire warning sirens were
insufficient. Sirens were installed at City Hall and at the Good Will, Humane, and
Yorkville firehouses. A fifth siren was to be installed on the Ost & Ost building in the

1200 block of Laurel St. These sirens did not include the “Bull” whistle (Gamewell
Diaphone) which, at the time, was restricted to Civil Defense use only. In addition,
company response areas were redistricted to insure that some companies and
apparatus would always be in service and available and, perhaps, to conserve fuel.
Phoenix’s ladder truck would no longer respond to alarms in the Mt. Hope or Hillside
sections; Good Will would not respond beyond 16th St; Yorkville would not respond
east of Centre St. Companies would also restrict any response to one piece of
apparatus each unless otherwise ordered.
75 Years Ago
10/2/1937 – STILL – 10:14 – Yorkville Arch; Drombosky residence; Cause: clothing
fell on stove, caused fire; Loss: $150.
10/2/1937 – Box 26 – 10:32 – 214 S. Centre St; Nichter estate; Cause: painters
burning old paint off wooden shingles; Loss: $260.
10/31/1937 – STILL – 20:30 – Centre & Morris Sts; E. Armbuster Store; Cause: gas
fumes ignited when man lit electric light; Loss: $150.
120 Years Ago
10/29/1892 – Box 26 – 01:05 – Fire at the Miner’s Journal building on S. Centre St;
the building was completely destroyed.
*** See Part II ***
130 Years Ago
10/19/1882 – Slight fire at the cigar store of Jacob Hoffman, in the Seitz Building on
Centre St.
10/22/1882 – A slight fire at the residence of Richard Stevens, Fishbach.
145 Years Ago
10/31/1867 – 01:00 – A building on Lyon St, occupied by Adam Eiler as a carpentry
shop, and W.K. Boltz as a stable, was destroyed by fire. William Stevenson was badly
burned at this fire while bravely attempting to rescue one of the horses. Lyon St. is
now Line St. running north/south between East Norwegian and East Arch west of
George.

