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10 Years Ago
8/30/2002 – STILL – 20:40 – 1930 Long Run Road, North Manheim Twp; Good Intent
(E11), American Hose (E71), and West End (L51); Haven Safe Storage. The Schuylkill
Haven Fire Department arrived with heavy fire involving a large self-storage facility.
As fire progressed from unit to unit, an extensive forcible entry effort was required.
Unlike many self-storage facilities that only feature access to the units from the
exterior, this facility also featured access to units from a covered “interior” hallway.
This presented unique firefighting challenges based on the construction and fire
loading. A large mutual aid presence from southern Schuylkill County was on scene –
particularly tankers for water supply.
15 Years Ago
08/25/1997 – Box 412 – 15:36 – 6 N. 3rd St; A true “repeat customer.” A small fire
was extinguished in the basement of the vacant building that was the scene of a
serious fire on June 2, 1994 involving 4, 6, 8, & 10 N. 3rd St. This was also the
building from which West End firefighters rescued an individual during a fire on June
8, 2002.

Good Intent’s 1988 Hahn 1000 gpm pumper and Phoenix’s refurbished 1978/1959
American LaFrance tractor-drawn aerial ladder operate on N. 3d St. in 1997.

08/30/1997 – 22:57 – Box 15 – 535 E. Norwegian St. Fire gutted the 2nd floor of the
2.5 story frame home.

Companies continue to overhaul the home at 535 E. Norwegian St. on 8/30/1997.

30 Years Ago
08/22/1982 – Box 43 – 00:59 – 200 N. 3rd St; Cause: Unknown; Loss: $23,200.
Responding to what began initially as a report of “smoke in the area” of N. 3rd &
W. Arch Sts, companies arrived with heavy fire showing from the first floor of the 2.5
story frame duplex. This home was situated on the northeast corner of 3rd & Arch.
The duplex at 200 and 202 N. 3rd St. was attached to a 3-story frame dwelling at 204.
Aggressive interior operations allowed firefighters to contain the fire damage to 200 N.
3rd. 202, which was vacant, suffered heavy smoke damage. 204 N. 3rd suffered
moderate smoke damage. The first and second floors of 200 N. 3rd were gutted, while
the attic suffered heavy heat and smoke damage. All-in-all a very good stop by PFD
firefighters that summer morning. Firefighters noted signs of forcible entry and
additional investigation also revealed signs of a burglary. The fire was placed under
control in 1 hour with companies remaining on scene another hour. There also arose
health concerns for firefighters having operated at this fire due to a communicable
disease issue identified with the property. These homes occupied what is now the
vacant lot on the northeast corner of 3rd & Arch.
8/25/1982 – Box 23 – 07:33 – 500 Ridge Ave; Owner: Murphy; Cause: Malfunction
in freezer; Loss: $35,500.
The three story frame occupied multiple dwelling featured apartments on four
levels: The basement apartment was occupied by Michael Robinson; the 1st floor by

Maureen Spotts and Gary Gorman; the 2nd floor by Clara Butler; and the 3rd floor by
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Russel. The building itself was owned by Patrick, Daniel, and
Francis Murphy. The occupant of the first floor apartment, Gary Gorman, was asleep
when he was awakened by a barking dog. He discovered fire burning in the rear of his
apartment and quickly made his way from the building. Companies arrived with the
rear of the building engulfed in flames. Firefighters awakened and evacuated the
Russels from their 3rd floor apartment. The exterior fire was quickly knocked-down.
The first floor kitchen, enclosed sun porch, and rear open porch were gutted. The rest
of the building suffered smoke damage. The adjoining home at 502 Ridge Ave.
suffered smoke damage.
35 Years Ago
08/04/1977 – STILL – 11:15 – 824 Clinton St; Truck and carport on fire; Cause:
Unknown; Loss: $3,000.
45 Years Ago
08/04/1967- Yorkville Hose & Fire Co. received their iconic Maxim “F” series cabforward quad. The committee to design and purchase the rig was formed in late 1965
as their 1949 Maxim quad was then 17 years old. The ’67 Maxim featured – when new
– a 324 hp Hall-Scott gasoline engine, 5 speed transmission, and 220 feet of
aluminum ground ladders. A 1500 gpm pump was installed to handle the torque of
the engine, but by using “choked-down” intakes the rated capacity was reduced to
1000 gpm. It also carried a 3500 watt generator and a 300 gpm portable pump. A
foam and wet water around-the-pump foam proportioner was also installed. Very
prominent was the roof-mounted Multiversal deluge gun. This was the first Yorkville
rig to carry the Hurst “Jaws-of-Life” rescue system purchased in 1976. The rig cost
$47,000. According to Maxim historian Howie Smith, this was the only quad built on
the “F” series cab-forward chassis. The Maxim was later repowered (diesel) in 1984.
The cab roof was painted white to match Rescue 63 (1981 IH/Swab). The rig featured
additional modifications as time went on, but maintained its classic styling. The ’67
Maxim was sold in 1997 to a collector in Florida where it was completely
repainted…black. It can occasionally be found on the muster circuit in the southeast.
The rig certainly had an interesting 30 year run in its service to the City of Pottsville
and surrounding municipalities as “Truck 61.” (On a personal note, while I grew-up
with Seagrave rigs and first operated with and drove Hahn apparatus, this Maxim was
always one of my favorites!).

Yorkville’s 1967 Maxim Quad as original.

The ’67 Maxim shortly before being sold in 1997.

Yorkville’s Maxim as it looks today!

08/07/1967 – Box 64 – 10:14 – 737 Water St; Occupant: Mrs. Bevan and Mrs.
Griffiths; Cause: Unknown; Loss: $575. Fire originating in a mattress in the third
floor of the frame duplex caused moderate damage to the room. The other half of the
duplex was undamaged.
08/20/1967 – Box 27 – 15:40 – 603 Mauch Chunk St; Occupant: Francis Segal;
Cause: Charcoal barbecue burner; Loss: $925. The kitchen of the Segal home was
moderately damaged by fire, smoke, and water. Companies cleared the scene at 16:45
hrs. Asst. Chief Harold Curtier (Humane) had command.
50 Years Ago
08/02/1962 – STILL – 09:50 – 12 N. 2nd St; Royal Palms Restaurant; Cause: Cigarette
left on poker table; Loss: Unknown.
08/20/1962 – STILL – 20:25 – Mary Queen of Peace Church; Cause: No fire, lightning
struck bell tower; Loss: $100.
08/24/1962 – Box 41 – 15:49 – 240 N. 12th St; Occupant: Russel Cook; Cause:
Unknown; Loss: $350.
08/28/1962 – STILL – 19:10 – 308 W. Market St; Occupant: Leonard Delph Bakery;
Cause: Defective wiring; Loss: $200.

60 Years Ago

08/18/1952 – Box 51 – 17:07 – 420 N. Centre St; Pottsville Bar and Restaurant
Equipment Co; Cause: Unknown, fire around work bench in basement or 1st floor
below main floor; Loss: $3,987.
Chief Smith responded with the Good Intent (1937 Ahrens Fox Model VC 500
gpm pumper) and Humane (1929 Buffalo Hose & Booster truck) to the middle-of-therow store on N. Centre St. They arrived with smoke showing from the 1st floor
showroom. Chief Smith requested that the Box be transmitted. The desk sergeant at
City Hall transmitted Box 25 – South Centre & Morris Sts – at the extreme other end
of Centre St! The mistake was discovered and Box 51 – Centre & Minersville Sts – was
then transmitted. However, several companies had already read the tape at their
respective firehouses and were responding to Box 25. Mobile radios in the rigs were
still several years off. Companies arriving at Box 25 were redirected to the correct
location. It is likely that the sounding of the “bull whistle” with the correct ward in
which the fire was located gave responding units a clue that something wasn’t right.
Greenwood Hill’s 1947 International/Darley 500 gpm pumper was being driven
by member – and future City Fire Chief – Andy Hoke that day. As Hoke was
responding north on Centre St. to the correct location of the fire, an automobile driven
by John Christ, 1724 West End Ave, entered the intersection at Norwegian St. The
pumper and the auto collided. There were no injuries and damage to both vehicles
was relatively minor - $40 for the Christ auto and paint scraped on Greenwood Hill’s
fender.
The fire was confined to the basement ceiling and partitions on the first floor.
Two firefighters were injured: Cyril Roth (Good Will) – lacerated hand; Herbert Wensel
(American Hose) – bruised shin.
The building itself was owned by Roy Freedline of 1911 W. Norwegian St. It was
occupied by Ernest Eichenbaum of 1630 W. Norwegian St. For those who have been
following the “Looking Back” series closely, you may remember that Eichenbaum
eventually renamed his business the Pottsville Showcase and Equipment Company.
In 1964, the business was relocated to the very large, very imposing three-story
building of ordinary construction that was located at 300 N. 3rd St. – on the northeast
corner of the intersection at 3rd & W. Race Sts. That building would be destroyed in a
much more spectacular and almost legendary fire on January 19, 1971.
Interestingly, I wonder if the correct box had been transmitted initially if
Greenwood Hill would have even been in a position to have been involved in an
accident. When Greenwood Hill became an active fire company (1947), they were
restricted to box alarms on the east side of the City only – generally 1st and 2nd Ward
boxes. Had the correct 5th Ward Box 51 been used to fill the first alarm assignment,
Greenwood Hill may not have left quarters on that run.

Greenwood Hill firefighters pose at the firehouse with their 1947 IH/Darley 500
gpm pumper circa 1950.

Firefighters and a crowd of onlookers gather at the scene of the 1952 fire on N.
Center St.

65 Years Ago
08/07/1947 – STILL – 11:55 – 901 Fairview St; Occupant: Mrs. Trautman; Cause:
Burning fumigating candle set fire to clothing in bedroom; Loss: $414.30. The
fumigating candle was placed in a closet where it came in contact with the clothing.
The fire was confined to the closet. Chief Smith responded with the Good Intent (1937
Ahrens-Fox Model VC 500 gpm pumper) and Humane (1929 Buffalo hose & booster
truck).
08/12/1947 – STILL – 14:35 – 1009 W. Market St; Marco’s auto radiator repair shop;
Cause: Acetylene torch set fire to gas tank causing it to explode; Loss: $4,599.28.
Chief Smith along with the American Hose (1924 American LaFrance 450 gpm
pumper) and West End (1937 Ahrens Fox 500 gpm “Emergency Car”) responded.
8/12/1947 – STILL – 16:00 – 632 N. 2nd St. Chief Smith, along with the American
Hose (1924 American LaFrance 450 gpm pumper) extinguished a chimney fire.
70 Years Ago
08/15/1942 – Box 42 – 17:52 – 614 W. Norwegian St; Occupant: Mrs. Henry Powell;
Cause: Carrying 5 gal can of gasoline past bucket-a-day stove causing explosion;
Loss: $423. Mrs. Powell’s hair and some clothing were burned, but she required no
hospitalization. The basement rafters and woodwork were badly scorched. The
remainder of the home suffered moderate smoke damage. The incident was placed
under control in ½ an hour.
At 06:48 hrs the same day, Yorkville and Good Intent extinguished a car fire inside the
Liner garage at 1947 Mahantongo St. The auto was badly damaged.
80 Years Ago
08/13/1932 – Box 18 – 23:40 – 106 N. Centre St; Occupant: Mr. Miller; Cause:
Electric wiring; Loss: $250.
85 Years Ago
08/12/1927 – Box 53 – 14:45 – 325-327 Laurel Blvd; Occupants: W. Curtier, P.
Schiff, and A. Barkett; Cause: Defective flue; Loss: $925.
95 Years Ago
08/21/1917 – Assistance for Schuylkill Haven; Humane steamer and automobile,
Good Will, and Chief responded. As a severe electrical storm pounded the area that
evening, a fire was discovered in the Meck and Keever Planing Mill on Railroad St,
below Main, in Schuylkill Haven. Firefighters contained the fire relatively quickly.
Damage was estimated at $10,000 – mainly to equipment in the building as the result

of the lightning strike. Another fire was soon discovered burning in the Baker
Brothers underwear mill located to the rear of St. John St, off Market St. The fire had
gained considerable headway prior to the arrival of the Schuylkill Haven Fire
Department. Help was requested from Pottsville. Good Will responded with their
1916 White hose and chemical truck, while Humane responded with their 1911 Knox
hose and chemical truck and 1871 Silsby 750 gpm steamer. The Baker mill was
heavily damaged, with estimates placed at $40,000. Firemen were given great credit
for confining both fires to the buildings of origin. From the description, the Baker mill
may have been in the same vicinity as the Schuylkill Haven Bleach & Dye works that
was destroyed by fire in May, 1982.
125 Years Ago
08/22/1887 – 11:05 – Fire at No. 325 Wheeler St; House occupied b Mrs. Banks and
Mrs. Lang.
135 Years Ago
08/30/1877 – Fire at Palo Alto; the pattern shop at Heywood’s Mill was destroyed.
140 Years Ago
08/10/1872 – 15:00 – Fire on Market St, above 12th St, opposite the Baber Cemetery;
the following dwellings were destroyed: Those occupied by Jacob Lauer, John
Gottschall, Mr. Speacht, Mrs. Buechle, Henry Jackson, Jacob Snyder, and Jacob
Kroft; Loss about $14,000. A Mrs. Henry Dentzer died from convulsions, brought on
by the fright. The old cry, “No water!” at this fire.
145 Years Ago
08/06/1867 – 02:00 – Fire on the north side of Market Square; Building was occupied
by W.K. Boltz as a flour and feed store, and the upper part was occupied by Mr.
Benjamin Klahr.
165 Years Ago
08/26/1847 – Fire on Norwegian St; Building occupied by Adam Eiler as a carpentry
shop and the stable of B.F. Pomeroy; Mr. Eiler lost all his carpentry tools and lumber,
etc.
180 Years Ago
08/30/1832 – Fire at the furnace belonging to Mr. M.B. Buckly.

