Pottsville Fire Department
Looking Back
March
Mike Glore
S Years Ago

03/30/2007 — Box 42 — 15:52 - 611 W. Market St. 3t Floor rear. Companies
arrived with a fire involving the exterior third floor wall on the rear (C) side.
Quick knock with damage confined to the wall and roof overhang.
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Firefighters have the bulk of the fire knocked-down in the third floor rear of 611 W. Market St.
15 Years Ago

03/07/1997 — GEN - 14:47 — 914 W. Race St; Should have been Box 552 but
the box was never transmitted. Companies arrived with heavy smoke showing
from the 2rd floor and eaves of a 2.5 story frame, middle-of-the-row. As fire
began to vent from the front windows, Good Intent Engine 11 stretched a 2”
handline via the interior stairwell and made quick work of the fire in the front
bedroom. Humane E33 stretched a 1.75” line to the attic area of the home to
check for extension, which was negative. The fire was the result of a child
playing with matches. This looked ugly as smoke began to push from the eaves
of most of the 12 homes in the row. The occupant, Jody Curtier, sustained
minor burns and cuts to both hands attempting to extinguish the fire. The
second floor bedroom was gutted with the rest of the home sustaining smoke,
heat, and water damage. Yorkville Rescue 63 and Phoenix Ladder 21 were
released from the scene at 15:45 for...



03/07/1997 — STILL — 15:45 — 3-5-7-9-11 Main St., Middleport; Yorkville R63
and Phoenix L21; Fire began in the first floor kitchen of 5 Main St. and quickly
spread to the cocklofts of the remaining 2-story frame dwellings in the row. 3
& 5 Main St. were gutted with the remaining homes in the row suffering
varying degrees of fire, smoke, and water damage. Companies from Middleport,
New Philadelphia, Kaska, Cumbola, MaryD, Tuscarora, Port Carbon, St. Clair,
Pottsville, and Tamaqua fought the blaze. As we were repacking hose in the
900 Block of W. Race St, we could clearly see the column of smoke from the
Middleport fire in the eastern horizon.

25 Years Ago

03/27/1987 — Box 522 — 10:14 — Laurel Court High Rise; Dryer fire in
basement laundry resulted in a smoke condition on all floors.
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Fire and EMS units on scene at the Laurel Court High Rise. Yorkville’s 1967 Maxim 1000 gpm
quad in the foreground as Good Will’s 1982 Ford/FMC 750 gpm pumper and West End’s 1963
Seagrave 750 gpm pumper operate in the driveway.

03/29/1987 — Box 35 — 10:21 — 608 Mahantongo St; Room & contents fire in
basement apartment quickly knocked-down.
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The fire in the basement of 608 Mahantongo has been knocked-down. In service are American
Hose’s 1984 American LaFrance 1500 gpm pumper (left) and Good Intent’s 1975 Hahn 1000
gpm pumper (right).

30 Years Ago
An interesting month, to say the least... See Part II
35 Years Ago

03/22/1977 — Box 72 — 16:07 — 1962-1964 Howard Ave; Cause: Unknown,
Loss: $30,000; Occupants and losses:

1962 — Carolyn Spencer - $ 5,000
1964 — Stulmans 25,000

1962-1964 Howard Ave was — and is — a 2-story duplex of ordinary
construction. Cheryl Stulman, age 18, was asleep in her second floor bedroom
when a fire erupted in the kitchen of the family’s home at 1964 Howard Ave.
Next door at 1962 Howard Ave, Carolyn Spencer’s granddaughter, age 11, was
watching television on the first floor of the home as she did every day after
school. Suddenly, smoke began to enter the home. Mrs. Spencer and her
granddaughter escaped the home as the alarm was phoned to City Hall. Cheryl
Stulman was awakened by the fire. Opening her bedroom door, she was



greeted with a blast of heat and smoke. She quickly closed the door and
crawled to her bedroom window.

Yorkville Hose & Fire Company arrived very quickly with their 1967
Maxim 1000 gpm Quad. Fire was blowing from the rear of the Stulman home
as heavy smoke enveloped the front. Firefighters were immediately informed
that Ms. Stulman was still trapped in the home. Firefighter Tom Slane of
Yorkville Hose — and now-retired State Police Fire Marshal — attempted to enter
the front door of the home but was driven back by the smoke and flames
extending from the kitchen. Lines were immediately stretched to begin
knocking-down the fire. Slane was then assisted onto the relatively low,
sloping roof of the home by firefighter Robert Dewald. Slane entered the girl’s
second floor bedroom window and removed her from the home. She was then
lowered off the roof to other firefighters below.

While the Stulman home was gutted, the Spencer home received only
smoke damage. Albert Stulman, his wife, and his son were not home at the
time of the fire. Cheryl was the only one home at the time. Firefighter David
Meyers of the Good Intent was treated at the Good Samaritan Hospital for a
lacerated finger.

40 Years Ago

A lot of bread-n-butter work that really allowed firefighters of that generation to
hone their skills on a consistent basis...

03/07/1972 — Box 67 — 01:47 — 706 Nichols St; Occupant: John Smith;
Cause: Unknown; Loss: $570.

03/08/1972 — Box 54 — 15:29 — 724 W. Race St; Occupant: Marlin Reed;
Cause: Gas leak rear of stove; Loss: $1,788.

03/11/1972 — Box 214 — 21:30 — Rear 673 Mauch Chunk St; Occupant: John
Carey; Cause: Unknown; Loss: $100.

03/20/1972 — Box 36 — 18:07 — 324 Mahantongo St; Occupant: David
Burkhart; Cause: Gas stove explosion; Loss: Unknown.

03/24/1972 - Box 41 — 02:15 — 1300 W. Arch St; Occupant: Preston Wallace;
Cause: Mattress fire in attic; Loss: $345.



03/24/1972 — Box 54 (again) — 14:58 — 718 W. Race St; Occupant: Harry
Hostettler; Cause: Unknown; Loss: $250.

03/25/1972 — Box 511 — 16:54 — 14th & Laurel Sts; Occupant: Ray Brennan;
Attic fire; Cause: Unknown; Loss: $4,100. This is one of my earliest
recollections of the fire service (I was 4)... My aunt walked me out Laurel Blvd.
to see this fire. She and several others were telling me that my dad was at the
top of the ladder placed to the attic window. As she tried to get me to go closer
to the scene to get a better look, I froze. Dead in front of me was the Pottsville
Lions Club’s gold Cadillac ambulance. I was terrified of that thing. I refused to
go any further. That ambulance haunted me until they finally got rid of it. I
can’t explain why to this day; but it does, perhaps, fall under the heading, “The
more things change, the more they stay the same!”

45 Years Ago

03/06/1967 — Box 44 — 05:40 — Rear 1333 W. Market St; Harry Reed and Art
Barket garage; Cause: Defective wiring; Loss: $600; Returned for still alarm
07:55.

03/19/1967 — Box 32 — 11:50 — 405 Howard Ave; Occupant: Walter Jones;
Cause: Unknown; Loss: $5,950. For those that have been following the
“Looking Back” series for some time, this name and address should prove very
familiar!

50 Years Ago

03/19/1962 — Box 53 — 09:44 — 514 Minersville St; Occupant: Wellington
Nelson; Cause: Hot ashes ignited weatherboard; Loss: $150.

03/24/1962 — Box 41 — 08:09 — 1204-1206-1208-1210 W. Arch St; Cause:
Defective chimney; Loss: $6,300; Occupants and losses:

1204 — Mrs. A. Mahute - $ 100
1206 — Clyde Shock - 200
1208 — Pierce Knoble - 4,500

1210 — John Jeffereson - 1,500



I presume these kids stopped to watch the action on their way to school... West End’s 1960
Seagrave quint has the aerial to the roof as firefighters work to cut-off the spread of the fire in
the cocklofts on W. Arch St. in 1962.

55 Years Ago

03/07/1957 — 11:45 — Call for help from Sch. Haven; Argo factory on Berne St.
on fire; Chief sent American Hose and Yorkville. Employees of the Argo
Knitting Mill and Bleachery began to smell smoke shortly before 11:00 a.m.
They soon discovered a fire burning on the third floor of the plant. The fire
began in a dryer and soon spread via the partitions. The alarm was sounded
and the building evacuated. A machinist repairing knitting machines on the
third floor became trapped. He made his way in the heavy smoke to the second
floor and appeared at a window. Firemen threw a ladder from the Rainbow Fire
Company’s 1951 Seagrave City Service Truck and removed the man. He was
not injured. Fire Chief Claude Sausser arrived and assumed Command. He
ran up the fire escape to the third floor where he found a serious fire burning
in the rear of the third floor. Within 20 minutes, the entire top floor was fully
involved. Chief Sausser requested a pumper and a ladder truck from Pottsville
American Hose (likely with their 1948 American LaFrance 700 Series 1500 gpm
pumper) and Yorkville (1949 Maxim 750 gpm Quad) responded. As the top



floor of the knitting mill became fully-involved, flames shot almost S0 feet into
the air. Firefighters directed multiple streams onto the frame dwellings
surrounding the mill. Supply lines were laid several hundred feet from Stoyer’s
Dam. Chief Sausser also requested assistance from the Friendship Fire
Company of Orwigsburg. While the mill was destroyed, firefighters were
successful in saving all of the surrounding homes.

Liberty’s pumper is on a hydrant on Berne St. with a heavy column of smoke from the Argo Mill
a little further down the block. The top of Rainbow’s 1951 Seagrave city service truck can be
seen just over the parked cars.



The Argo Mill is heavily involved in fire as hose streams are directed into the building.

03/14/1957 — 19:45 — Call for help from Palo Alto; Chief sent American Hose,
Greenwood Hill, and Yorkville. Fire gutted the 2.5 story frame duplex occupied
by Mr. & Mrs. David Kaiser at 228 E. Bacon St. and Mr. & Mrs. Walter
Yonchuk at 226 E. Bacon St. The fire heavily damaged the properties of Mr. &
Mrs. Carl Pacine at 224 E. Bacon St. and Mrs. Joseph McGoey at 230 E. Bacon
St. This fire was within five blocks of the fire of January 14 that left 15
individuals homeless. In addition to the three Pottsville companies, the Good
Will of Port Carbon, Rainbow of Schuylkill Haven, and Good Will of Cumbola
also assisted both Palo Alto fire companies. In all, eleven individuals were left
homeless.



Smoke pushing under pressure from the rear of the frame duplex in Palo Alto indicates that
heavy fire exists in the walls of the homes as firefighters from American Hose, Pottsville, and
Good Will, Port Carbon, battle the blaze.

03/23/1957 — STILL — 16:16 — 14th & W. Arch St; Weiner’s Junkyard; Cause:
Using acetylene torch set barrel of tar on fire, which exploded; Loss: $228.55.

60 Years Ago

03/09/1952 - STILL — 12:35 — 518 N. 2nd St; Occupant: Joseph George;
Cause: Rubbish in air shaft set on fire by cigarette; Loss: $500.

75 Years Ago

03/11/1937 — STILL - 21:31 — 113 W. Market St; George’s Restaurant, Brass
Rail, and apartments; Cause: Fire started under floor of kitchen, city steam
pipes and grease from kitchen; Loss: $8,000. This complex was going to suffer
a very devastating fire 16 years later in what would become known as the
“Melody Bar” fire.



About 30 patrons were in the Brass Rail Café when some began to detect the
odor of burning wood. Then, smoke began to fill the basement taproom and
first floor restaurant. The bar and restaurant were evacuated without incident.
Fire Chief Smith was requested to the scene. When he arrived, he immediately
determined that he had a working fire. Interestingly, he didn’t transmit Box 18
— Centre & Market. He held the call to a still alarm and requested the Good
Intent, American Hose, Humane, and Yorkville. As companies arrived, it
appeared that the fire had spread to George’s Restaurant next door to the
Brass Rail. Booster lines were quickly stretched into the buildings and 4 - 2
1" lines stretched from nearby hydrants. Firefighters opened floors, walls, and
ceilings in the rear of the buildings to check the spread of the flames. Soon,
fire was showing from the rear of the buildings. Fire spread via the partition
walls to the occupied apartments above the businesses. After a long, stubborn
battle, the fire was extinguished shortly after midnight. The Kennedy
Pharmacy, which adjoined the Brass Rail suffered smoke and water damage.
The Berkheimer Optical Parlor, which adjoined George’s Restaurant also
suffered smoke damage. Fire Chief Smith suffered a cut to his hand from
broken window glass.

This building was also involved in a fire in 1989: 9/24/1989 — Box 14 — 11:46
— 115 W. Market St. Schuylkill Dental Associates. Dr. Stephen Muench. Fire
heavily damaged first floor dentist’s office with smoke throughout the building.
An interesting note — while checking for extension and venting the smoke from
the upper floors, crews exposed the cockloft to find the roof beams charred. As
this location was remote from the fire, it was a little puzzling until it was
remembered that this building was heavily damaged in what became known as
the “Melody Bar Fire” in 1953: 11/29/1953 — Box 18 - 04:58 - 113-115 W.
Market St. Fire started in the basement occupied by the Melody Bar and
caused $115,516 in damage. 12 businesses were affected as were 7 occupants
of the apartments. This building still stands and is home to Murphy Jewelers,
among other occupancies. Another repeat customer... In each of the fires,
extension in the rear of the building caused serious problems. This area can
be accessed via the gated rear entrance of the corner property at 2nd & W.
Market, off N. 2nd St.

80 Years Ago



03/09/1932 — STILL - 03:00 — Schuylkill Haven asked for help; Chief sent
American Hose (1924 American LaFrance 450 gpm pumper) and Yorkville
(1929 Mack City Service Truck).

A big thanks to Rick Nagle and www.schuylkillhavenhistory.com for saving me
some work with this one. Pottsville sent American Hose and Humane to the
fire in Schuylkill Haven.

The Call of March 11, 1932
HOTEL GRAND DESTROYED BY FIRE

On Tuesday morning, the Hotel Grand was destroyed by fire resulting in
damages of $75000. The post office, Prudential Insurance Co. and the State
Bank of Schuylkill Haven, all with offices in the building suffered serious
damage. The fire started at about 2:45 in the morning spreading quickly. All
guests of the hotel got out safely. Nine streams of water were trained on the
structure for seven hours to control the blaze. A separate building to the rear
used by the bank and Schwartz's store were slightly damaged as was the Gray
building next door. Post office employees retrieved records and as much mail as
possible taking it next door to the Gray building. As the last employee left the
hotel, embers crashed down through the skylight. Lewis Dewald has operated
the hotel for the past two and a half years. The hotel had thirty nine guest
rooms and a band hall on the fourth floor. There are plans to rebuild. The
building is completely ruined. It occupied the site of the historic Washington
Hotel which was built in the early days of the town. The present building was
erected by Daniel Yoder in 1895 and operated by Preston Souder. It was then
sold to Clayton Bubeck who sold it to the State Bank in 1923. Shollenberger
and Yeager operated it by lease after the bank made large improvements. The
Bressler Band lost many of their instruments. The night was cold at zero
degrees with a strong wind coating firemen with ice. H. C. Wilson, a long time
resident of the hotel, discovered the fire and alerted the other guests. The train
at 2:22 woke him and he smelled smoke. Many guests gathered personal
effects and gathered on St. John Street but some escaped with only the clothes
on their backs. John Deibert saved most of his clothes but forgot his teeth and
spectacles. Miss Mary Juris who lived near the bathroom where the fore began
fled in pajamas and a light coat. Wilson managed to save his forty year
collection of historical notes and photos of the town. Fire companies from
Pottsville, Cressona and Orwigsburg assisted. The firemen fought to save
neighboring buildings and frequently changed clothes that were freezing from


http://www.schuylkillhavenhistory.com/

the water on the cold night. St. John Street became a frozen river. Chief of
Police Deibert pulled the alarm which alerted the town.

03/19/1932 — Box 38 — 17:22 — Hillside; Occupant: W. Richards; Cause: Bad
flue pipe; Loss: $200. The Richards home — which was vacant at the time -
was completely destroyed by fire in 1968.

85 Years Ago

03/23/1927 — STILL — 10:55 - 1968 W. Market St; Occupant: J. Tobin; Cause:
Children playing with matches; Loss: $500.

03/25/1927 —Box 612 - 06:50 — 913 N. Centre St; Occupant: J. Reinholdt;
Cause: Lamp exploded; Loss; $496.55.

03/28/1927 — Box 18 — 10:30 — Centre & Arch Sts; Occupant: Miller & Miller;
Cause: Cigarette; Loss: $242.

95 Years Ago

03/22/1917 - Box 54 — 11:20 — 319-321 W. Race St; Occupants: Mrs. M.
Heintz and G. Wildermuth; Cause: Unknown; Loss: $652.

100 Years Ago

03/03/1912 - Box 18 — 03:50 — 218 N. Centre St; 3-story brick and frame
building owned by L.C. Thomson and occupied by F. Cronniger grocery store;
Cause: “Looked incendiary;” Loss: $15,694.46.

120 Years Ago

03/04/1892 — Box 17 — 22:40 — Fire on Lyon Alley, between East Norwegian
and George Sts; Joel Hawk, Deisher’s Feed Store, and John Guldin’s stable
were destroyed. The description of this street and location really got me
because East Norwegian and George intersect, they don’t run parallel. Doc
Yasenchak from the Historical Society reports that it is actually Line Alley that



runs alongside the Phoenix. My guess is that the fire was in the vicinity of the

former Mutz Towing garage.

125 Years Ago
03/08/1887 — 15:15 - Fire at Fishbach (Brown’s Hollow); “House burnt down

before the department arrived.”

03/15/1887 — 03:30 — Fire at Jalappa; House of Jacob Schofner.

130 Years Ago
03/10/1882 — 20:00 — At Fishbach; A 2-story frame house occupied by Robert

W. Langton.

155 Years Ago

03/05/1857 — 01:00 — Four tenant houses situated at the extreme westerly end
of Minersville St. and owned by Moses Perrot, and occupied by eight families as
follows: Mrs. McLean, Rachel Davies, Moses Perrot, David Biggs, Mr. Ford,

Frank Moyer and Mary Ann Levan; Loss: about $2,000.



